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ce Day falls betwesn ourmeient festival of free-

ence Day of modernIsrael.

M artyrs'! and Heroas' Rememb
dom, Passover, and the Indspend

In cur esxodus from Egyptisn bondage, we acguired our national sovereignty, in
days ol old, TIn our own time, we ross once more to independence ocut of ' the blood
and ‘ashss of tha Holocaush,

Let us considar today both -E.apact,s of this most terrible chapter in Jewlsh
annale-—the aspect of holocaust and the aspact of heroism. Both have bsen a part

the 1ife of the Jewish peopls throughout most of our history. We underwent the
oppression of !J."-‘;i{ﬂ'!". kkingdoms at home and persecutlion in Exile, and through all
this theres runs a never-ending chain of Jewish hercolsm—the heroism of dasperation
as wall as the hsrolsm of construction. And manifestations of Jewish herolsm there
have always been, both when the Jews were Pighting their own battles and when they
were Plghting in the wars of other nations, just as there has always bveen some form
of Indspenden* Jewish existence,

As we Tree ourselves from the .conc of the Jawish people in Exile as a passive
cbject of history rather than an dctiwv Wb ject, and as the scholars snable us more
and more to see Jewish histery from the point of view of whal the Jewish people has
done rather than of what has been done to it, the aspsct of hercism becomas

ineraasingly obvicus,

our very syges, there come fo light new chapters of heroism.

y at the Auschwitz trisl now taking place in Garmany, we learmed
more detalls about the Jewish rabellion in that camp, which sccurred at a time when
all hope was gone but for the fervid will t, see;, At the very least, that the murdss-
ers ray far the blood they shed,

But in the Holocaust period there also t ok place a "Jewish war." The ghetto .
revalis, the war of the Jewish partisans who struck at the enamy wherever they
encountered them-and, at the same time, siught to keep alive a Jewish nucleus that
would emerge from the forests when the Liberation came; and this suclzus went on
to pley its part In the establishment of the State of Israsl.
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Lately there have bean heard some objections to this view of Jewish resistance
to the Nazis. 485 though the Holocaust had not baen anough for us, there are now
those who now say that we are gullty of having resisted inadequately; ar though
the Jewlsh community had been v

porisible for this. These people now want to pin
the lsbel of collaborator on the victim,

Qur people knows, and knows at first hand, that this simply is not so. I mén—
tioned Auschwitz, We know that in addition to the 2.5 million Jews put to death
there, no fawer than two million memiers of othar netispalities were axi®minated,
But it was the Jews who rsvolted, even in fuschwitz. We hava heard of no othérs,
but far be it from us to hold this against them, We know how the very terror of
the Holocaust paralyzed resistancs,

Furthermore; the history of ths Holocaust refut %]: evil charge that it was
bogauss the Jewish commundtiss were organized ]i‘.w'u:/ﬁﬂ % cary ol fie daghten We
know of a large community of Jews that was not organized at all, yet desth reaped
its toll there no less thoroushly than slsewhere,
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