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BY ME. LWVI FSHKOL, THE FRIME MINISTER

Mr. Praspident, our dear friend Mrs, Rahel Yapa'it Ben-Zvi, Ladies and Gentlemen:
r 3

Cur Independence Day réjeicing last year was ovarelouded by the great loss
we had sufferad in the passing of Ithak Heon-Zvi, the second Frasident of the State
of Israel, Tt might have besn expected that now, a year later, we would be sble
contemplate our loss, as it wers, from a distance, and, on & plane transcending
time, welgh up what Izhak Hen-Zvi meant to us - as a person, as a president; and
as a man ofspirit and action, evaluating the legacy he bequeathed us and the great
gap lgft in our midst now that he is no mors, But try as we may, the time for that
has not yet come, .

And no wonder - for ths 1ifs of the late Tzhak Ber-Zvi embraces our entire
enj—day history.. The scope of his deeds and his rasesrchés cover the annals
of I8raslts resurgence in its homeland,

The =arly history of the Jawish labour movanent in this country cannot be told
without Ben—Zvi. We canmot speak =f the beginnings of an independent Jeswish force
in the Land of Israel without Ben-Zvi, foundsr of Bar Giora and Hashomer., We cannot
spedk of tha first political .strugeles of the Yishuv without mentioning his name,

We canpol racall the Juwish Battalions in World War I without paying tribute to
Tzhak Ben-Zvi's promincnt role in this important achievement. His activitiss during
the Mandatory period, in the Va'ad Leumi snd ths other srgans of the Yishuv, are
still fresh in sur memories.

The choice of Izhak Ben-Zvi a8 the personification and living symbol of tha.
State, after the passing of Dr. Chaim Welzmsnn, our fipst President, was &ccepted
by all as natural and logical. He endowed the institution -f the presidency with a
new, rich significance, combining dignity and modesty at one and the same time,

He was a People's President, for he came from the people, and dedicated himself ‘
the p=ople he lovad so well.,

If one were to.be asked to epitemize his personslity in a sinzle phrase, ons
would say: He loved Israel, This love of Israel, and of its land, are everywhers to
be found in his writings and researches,

It would seem at first sight that Izhak Ben~Zvi devoted & grest deal of his
attention to the peripheral episedss of Tarael's history: the Samaritans, the
Karaites, the remnants of the Sabbateans, and othars. put if truth be told, it was
the inner core he dealt with, and not ths periphery. He sensed and comprenendad the
significance of the ingathering and irtegration of the exiles in our Zeneration,

He left us with a new and fuller realization that the revival of our culture calls
for the assembly of the heritsge of all our communities, for each and evary tribe
of Israel has a share in the world of our new fraedan,

We are not creating a national culturs and identity out of nothing. We are
finding our way to their essential nature along two paths: by a revelation of the
anecient substratum commsn to the whole nation,and by a synthesis of its fragmented
creativity over twe thousand years of exile, The late Izhak Pen-2vi's ressarch
into the history of the Jwwish poople follows Hoth thase paths at one time, so0
that in'his spiritual labours, as In his own life, he personified the unity of
ur people,
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