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point,” said Eban. “Nobody doubted
that it was not so much out of love of
_ Israel but of their own self-interest.”

Sir Harold Beeley, 79, a British de-
legate to the session, explained from
his home in London: “The Russians
thought the British position in Pales-
line was a Western asset and they
wanted to be sure that we were re-
moved from Palestine.”

“President Truman was somewhat
schizophrenic on the matter of Pales-
tine,” said Rusk. “He was strongly in
support of a homeland for the Jews,
but wanted to find a solution that the
Arabs could live with.” Convinced
there was no allernative, Truman fi-
nally threw U.S. influence behind par-
tition. - -

Excepl for England, most of the
Western European countries joined
the major powers in voting for parti-
tion for reasons similar to those of -
Denmark. “The Danes felt the impact
of the Holocaust so profoundly that
even though partition was not the per-
fect solution, it was the closest we
could get,” Lannung said from his off-.
ice in Copenhagen, v
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worked hard to put pressure on some
states to change their votes and sup-
port partition,” Jamali said.

Eban agreed. “The delay of the
vote was really providential for us,”
he said. ;

At breakfast on Friday, Jewish
leaders read in the press that 30 coun-
tries would support partition. They
needed 32,

There was an electric thrill in the
atmosphere as the General
convened at 11 a.m. Overnight the
Haitian government had succumbed
to U.5. pressure and ordered its dele-

asking one another what was behind
the delay,” The New York Times re-

- ported on Saturday. “Delegates and

advisers, equally baffled, poured into

' the delegates’ lounge, where they but-

tonholed one another.”

On that clear fall Saturday morning
the Jewish leadership gathered to
plan their final strategy. Eban said he
was dispatched to the Barclay Hotel
to meet with the first speaker of the
day, Thor Thors of Iceland. He need-
ed to ensure that the session would
open with a strong speech decrying

' any further delays.

press section.

Just after 4 p.m., Thors stood be-
fore the Assembly, “He demanded a
decision and no more procrastina-
tion," said Eban. " At that moment 1
had the feeling we were preity well
hl?lnﬂ."

Al 5:30 General Assembly Presi-
dent Oswaldo Aranha began the roll-
call vote on the partition of Palestine.

Afghanistan, Argentina, Australia.
As he went down the alphabet, the si-
lence deepened. “France,” he called,
“Qul,” answered Alexandre Parodi,
the ambassador. The hall erupted

read to me from the Koran and ['ve
had a Jewish prime minister read to
me from the books of Moses,” Rusk
explains. I could not sit there and tell

" them, ‘No, don't give me that stuff,’

The feelings on both sides are so deep
and so bitter that it will be a long time
before we find a solution.” B

(Burkett teaches history at Frost-
burg State University in Frestburg,
Md. Georget, of France, writes on
forelgn affairs. Nielsen, of Den-

mark, writes about cultural affairs)
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Asmore than 300 reporters fought
for phones to broadcast the news,
Amir Adel Arslan of Syria rose to re-
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“My country will never recognize
such a decision,” said Arslan, Syria’s
.delegiate to the United Nations. ;

Aslskpel celebrates its 40th anni-
versary on April 22, those conse-
quencesstill loom over the young
statefand the diplomats whose -
momentqus decision of Nov. 28, 1947,
led to the country’s creation. ;

“Bverybody hoped that the Gener-
al Assembly would be able tostraight-
en things out peacefully, that the Jews
and Arabs would find a modus viven-
di,” said Hermod Lannung, thena
merrber of the Danish delegation.
“But things have worked outmuch_
worse than we ever antici A
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