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it begun to be subjected 1o fundamental
political, cconomic snd social analyse
Personal autobiographies have always bee
thick on the ground, bui there have been few,
if any, academic studies, using the “scientific*
appurtenances aviilable to the political and
social scientist. Dr Aronson’s book® may be
viewed as part of a process of soul-scx
of indicating “where things weat wrong,” and
how Istuel's future may be better secures
Shlomo Aronson has been onc of lsrael's
leading political analysts for many years, In
1967 and in 1973 he served as & war
correspondent for the lsracl 1 din
Service. His imimate gequaintance with the
Isracli Establishment and its political system
has facilitated Aronson's in-depth analysis of
Istacl's foreign policy, as influenced and
conditioned by the domestic environment. By
this method, Dr Aronson has attempted 1o
explain 1o the putside world “the complex
reasons behind what often  appears as
(Isracl’s) nggressive and obstinate behaviour.”
- The book is a mine of information for any

et 1

sthough it is not always an casy one to read.
Much of Aronson’s information is
supposition, and much has to be accepted an
ceredit, for with few documented sources to
rely upon, the author has had exiensive
recourse to 'lu;:mr Information  whose
semibice it NEswigi i
w:ﬂ' participants with their own axe to

By far the liveliest, and most revealing parts
of the hook are the character sketches of
Istacl’s leaders, and the social analysis of its
élite. Three main “crosroads” in lsrnel's
the demise of Ben-Gurion after the “Lavon
Affair” in the early 1960s; the Six-Day war in
gﬁ’;ﬁ and of course the Yom Kippur War in

In Aronson’s opinion, Ben-Gurion was
“postulative™ statesman, but also A master at
“mixing basic principles with sharp political
tactics.” He camouflaged a basically
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- student of Middle Eastern affairs since 1948,

Israel from within
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defence policy. The unexpected results of the
Six-Day War invalidated his pessimism about
the ability of the Israel Defence Forces -

P Nors i 1 u H . .'. -t
lzrael should return all the térritarics captured

in 1967, in exchange for peace, thus

reflecting his basic priority of not ruling large
numbers of Arabs, he was dismissed as the old
fallen lemder, cnvious of Eshkol's

toasting an Imﬁwﬂ the s mas gﬁﬁuﬁ ;mamm

generation had sought to create. But he was a
man of sction, acting often -on jmpulse,
~without the self-discipline and  orderliness

s mecessary for true greatness. His path in the
; publicity, gained for him & reputation based

on his personality, and on accomplishments
that were not all his, as in' 1967,

By 1967, the image of a socially, culturally
and psychologically reformed soverei
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As 8 consequence of the Arabs’ initial gains,

far-renching esti
the lsracl Defence Forees was damaged when
stories leaked out of positions overrun and of
proniised rescuc-missions that mever
‘war broke out, and the manner in which it was

levelled ot 1 e ruling Labour alignment, and at

leals, tlon of plopcering.
tian of large sections of the population from
Protest movements emerged spontaneously,
but proved unable ta provide an alternative
(© any. of the Hrge poweralighments, The
Israeli public eventually registered its protest
by =%mm Begin as Prime Mini-
ster in A




