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1?srael and the moneyb,

ENORMOUS though their differences on most of
state may be, Israeli politicians are generally agreed that filthy
lucre is to be blessed after it has been laundercd by being
passed throu mght&mr fast;efmmﬁng fingers. All;g\r while they
may grant © power ol money, especially private money
obtained from abroad, tends to corru » they will insist that the
Pproposition is true only for their political adversaries,

‘Since they cannot well deny one another that which
each one of them wants for itself, the two major parties have,
with the s rt of most smaller ones, amurm:i themselves of a
mnvcnien:pg_:?:hqla' in the strict law of party and :Ieajﬂg
financing. The oophole is foreign contributions, These may be
virtually unlimited, and they are not subject to ordin public
oversight. Working through this loophole, both the Likud and

The offers need not, of course, be so crassly put. Legitimate,
even hunuumhl;:. party pohn::]ms are doubtless trotted ﬂm
justify begging for political alms even, or especially, wher
Labour or Likud leaders are on state missions abroad. But th
implicit understanding is obviously there that the financial
contribution by a non-citizen need not, to put it mildly, hurt
him, Some practised and -disposed overseas donors take
out insurance by backing more than just a single Israeli party.
This, of course, does niot apply to the many donors abroad who

i often contribute to genuine, non-political, social, educational
and cultural projects in Israel,

The grafting of a upon the national interest in the
solicitation of contri tions from abroad is a fairly recent
invention, Such past leaders as Pinhas Sapir and Levi Eshkol,
though both eminently money-minded, knew where" w
the line, Their successors have been rather less punctilious.
When a few thpusand extra grand is believed capable of tilting
the balance of Israeli voter opinion this way or that, concern
for propriety is tossed out of the window. And, glasshouses
being what they are, no one, or hardly anyone, protests.

On Tuesday, however, one member of the Knesset's Align-
ment faction made history by raising a hue and cry about it.
Since his own political future is now uncertain, Rabbi Mena-
hem Hacohen may be said to have had an ulterior motive in
attacking Premier Yitzhak Shamir to his face in committee,
and Foreign Minister Shimon Peres in’ his absence, for their
“wretched and demeaning” canvassing for party funds abroad,
But he did the right thing, While it is true that his manner was
insulting, the vulgar response he drew from Mr. Shamir indj-




