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IN 1965, Ln:ﬂE‘.:hl:oltbﬂElithﬂdthu
military goveriment to which the

Israeli Arabs had been subject since

the establishment of the state. Had

it not been for the Six Day War

which erupted two years later, it is
assume

and loyalty to
try are in a state of
wwim:ad:mbmmmm=
ed to tip in the former direction,
“The reaction of the Istaeli Arabs
to the outbreak of violence in the
territories demonstrated
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ibly broken, one cannot take
rhuntwn.’lnothninthe
fmurc Thr. 12th hour _is

'I‘m:mpum public acts by twa
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The one was the announce-
Knesset member Abdel

\lu'nhah , during a demon-
ﬂrlﬂmmﬂmrﬂhunlmaryﬂ
that he had decided to leave the
Israel Labour Party since, in his
words, he could not be in the same
" E:;ryvnﬂl Defence Minister Yitz-
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second was an mnr.mnw
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atad, to the Jerusalem
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For Israel’s Arabs, the

twelfth hour approaches

DAROUSHA'S decision to join the
Labour Party in 1965 was based less
on personal considerations than on
the belief that the Istacli Aruhshne
a better chance of improvi

lot by working with the Je s
tablishment than by working apins!
it.

From the moment he entered the
Knesset in 1984, Darousha made it
clear that he d‘ldnutmpuhutpart
of the pmg p{at nrpl which tpﬂh

nl‘ thn J ﬁcm
sole ufﬁnia]
pa.-mnumqe of the Palestinian

case, and that he favours the estab-
I&hmtnl of a separate Palestinian

chnralmnmhsagulmb iio
Mnm the

estinian mmponnut woild have less
than full independence.

Darousha's position was well
known in the Labour Party and was
tolerated even though on many oc-
casions his activities, such as the de-
cision to address the Palestine Na-
tional Council meeting in Amman at
rh:mdnfm.ﬂuttmn;l}rduap-
proved of.

When the Labour Party decided
to enter the National Unity Govern-
ment, Darousha considered leaving
the party, but was finally convinced
that he woald have greater influence
inside than outside. However, his
ﬁmnuunal:;mnud as financial
constraint complacency pre
vented ary improvement in th:'
Arab secter even in those spheres in
which Labour ministers were in
control.

After tle outhreak of the distur-
bances inthe territories last Decem-
ber, his public position, as a mem-
ber of a sarty mn the coalition and
directly nsponsible for the iron fist
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could

m became intolerable. Like all
li Arabs he couldn’t but sympa-
thize with his brethren across the
Green Line, and with the frustra-
tions which had caused the unrest.
Even if Rabin had chosen a kid
we palicy it would have been dif-
for Darousha, as an Arab po-
hﬁcﬂﬁguru ms;mpnﬂﬂu with the

mwummwdmmpa~
status of the
Palestinians whﬂ_ of the Green Line

could not improve unless progress
was made in ing the Palestin-
ian problem as a whole. Within this

context, hnl:ndmpportud the Peres
initiative, But with that initiative ap-
parently dead and with Rabin's poli-

'y of quashing the violence with an

iron fist, Darousha felt he had no
'plﬂhmlh:l.ahuurhrty
Whhth[:u oflnismuv:
was generally n La-
bour, there WW
tﬁ:hyﬂm&almymwﬁwhhcdyﬂu
won a moment of po IF::(
lam;rmﬂlin the Arab public but
the moral effect which he might
have had within the Labour
Many Labourites felt that the Par-
ty was well rid of an undependable,
compulsive colleague who is fast o

“draw, and never thinks his moves

out to the end.

It was also pointed out thar Dar-
ousha had into the hands of
the extremists in both camps, who
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to use his case to
either inside every.mo
Arab there is a fanatio,

tl\"ﬂhl' thﬂ[ moderats
makatMJmhudgﬂ

THE CASE of Castro Wat
ferent. Watad has no public

ical position to defend. All he has is
his own accumulated truth which the
events of the last few weeks brought
to a head. Even though heisa
pate of the Jewish Mikveh Yisrael
agricoltural school and of the fmﬂl::_r
of agriculture at the Hebrew Uni-
versity, and the son of a public fig-
ure who is well received in Jewlsh
circles, Castro has personal
nl:nwd the dllmmidum am:l K:
miliation to which Arabs are fre-
quently subjected, ‘as individuals
and as a community n our lﬂciety
In his interview, I:m said:
you have given nm-ﬂungswlmh 1

might never have had, had I lived in’

an Arab country. But you have also
given me all the reasons to hate you
- to hate you as a collective, not us
individuals.™

The young Watad knows that the
Arabs in the territories would like
the Isracli Arabs to give-them more
than just moral and materal sup-
port, and the implications scare him,
He indicates that it would be much
easier for Israeli Arabs to cope if
they felt they were equal citizens, in

killed could be a

which case it would be inconceivable
to consider throwing Molotov cock-
tails or trying to close the Wadi An
road in e of sympathy wit
the to end the i
the West Bank and Gaza Strip. “We
would simply get into buses and go
to Jerusalem to demonstrate,™
Under what circumstances would
he consider bearing arms, he was
asked. “When my dignity as a hu-
mﬂ.:uhgi;mm , and when [ do
not e the t to {59
nnmdtinulwﬂammlz
is mine as well. When some-
mmuuymmmmcmyﬁﬁm
my place by force,” was the answer.
For the young Watad, this is t:l
merely a theoretical
one which could become ty if
the current trend continues.
‘Castro has no doubt that if this
nightmare comes troe and people
like himself decide that they have no
alternative but to fight, the Jewish
state will be doomed, “‘Tsrael must
fear us more than it does the people
of Gaza and the West Bank, We are
more d because we know
where ynurmﬂbell}rh" It is not a
threat - it isa by someone
who admits that every Israeli soldier
who 5 killed could be a pmmnal
friend, just as every

Jibril and Kahane
Are the rest of us?
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