QUESTIONS SUBMITTED 70 THE PRIME MINISTER, MR. LEVY ESHKOL, BY FRANCIS AMIR UFNER,

CORRESPONDENT OF THE JEWISH CHRUNICLE, THE CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MUNITOR, BLTIC.




Q. 1. Enumerating the crucial questions facing you as pPrime Minister on July 10,
you put economics before segurity, Does this imply that the danger to Israel's

security has receded? If not, what made youf reverse the customary order of tasks?

Ae & Economics and seourity are inter-related, There can be mo security without
a sound economy - and vioe versa. When I mwentioned economics before security,
I bad po intention of establishing a list of priorities; in my view both

problems are complementary and of equal importance.
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5. Would the Prime Winister welcome or acecept the mediation

Qe
of a third party to bring about direct talks with the Araba? Has

anyone offered himself as & mediator? Do you have the intention

of asking anyone?

A. 2. Any construoctive and gerious effort to promote direct
negotiations with our neighbours is welcome. This was oor attitude
in the past and this continues to be the policy of the present
government. As I have already had the opportunity to state, Israel
hag in the past fully gooperated with thiré-party initiatives .

to bring about a meeting between Israeli and Arab leaders. A —fTow—
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Unfortunately, the resuvlts ‘L&ﬁﬂﬁ“ﬂrﬂ completely

disappointing, not because of any lack of competence and devoilon

on the part of the go-between, or any lack of cooperatlon on

behalf of Israel, MWMH_%WMBE
r ‘-u-'.i
relajtiorahtp—with Ioragl..

Despite this &nd4HHNw—ﬁiaurynéaﬁmgﬁmr4ﬂ¥4ﬁﬁié4aié, I feel
that we should be alert to pew o ortunities in thet direction

and examine any opening towards a peaceful settlement.




Q. 3. Regarding the Israel offer to comoensate Arab refugees
which, as you said, "etill stands” (provided international

assistance ete Torthecoming) - would you be ready to recosmend
or sctually recommend the Knesset to budget a certain yearly

som for such 2 comoensat lon?

Would you be ready to repeat the Ispael of'fer throogh emissaries who
would try to contact directly tne refugees, as suggested by

Arehbishop Hakim?

Ae 38 will oross Tmt—bridgewhen-ue cone fo447 The policy of

(-:> Iarael is to make its contribution in the field of compensation
o U/

within the framework of a geneéral settlement of the refugee .

“eounter—clatmsor property confiseated by Arab states
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be—fertt—with within—trs Tramevork of discussions on the solution
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oF the T inancial aspects of the

mpen robl ] ho. : have

secondapy wattep, First we have to reach the stage in which the

Arab goverume ave pra.araﬂ to deal hith the refugee rableg :
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e U« Do you intend to appoint a high-level team {or re-appraising,

planning and eventually implementing Isrsel's long=-term neazce-

strategy?

Ae Le We are continvovsly keeping the internat ional scene under

review, in order to adjust our policies, if necessary, to changing

circumatances. I feel that we are well eguipped for this task both
-?!11" 1 1((

within the Cabinet and io the Foreign sxﬂine,x;f-nnmam&&h_n_gz_
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\
Q- 511 What

s your estimate the valuve of Arab\property left behind by the

refugees? Doe\your method of evaluation differ from\that of the Palestine

Copeiliation C

countries?

(Suggest deletiom),




Q. 6. VWould the Israel Government raise at the United Fations
the issue of the persecuted Kurdish minority in Iraq? What is
Israel's policy towards the Kords?

o ‘l"‘*fi

As 6. The Israel Govermnment has not declded to put down any item

on the agenda of the forthcoming General nsmambly.FglvﬂﬁtrztandL__

—

-—daB an 1tem on Lthe agenda, bUEhEEﬁﬁﬁlfﬁ’héE‘Witﬂ&fﬂwﬂ - s 4 Tuurafgra.

1 do not know whethier the gquesTion will towe up for disecusalon

TE ‘u?‘ SlhA B {\-‘1-\-'-"{/ [ . .Zﬁ:&’-h -
larming reports have coméd out of Irag that the Iraqi ﬂqii

is carrying ovt & campaign of genoclide against the Kurdish minority
in that country. Ve abhor any persecuvtion on account of faith,

race, natlonality or ethnic origin.




Qe 7+ Regarding your statement that "there would be great value in
effective secority guarantees" - from which countries did Israel
request such goaranteest

What reactions were received so far?

As Ts All countries which are willing and able effectively to
goarantee the territorial integrity anmd political indevuendence of
Israel can make & mgjor contribution to the attainment of peace and
8tability in the Middle last by pledzing themselves to resist any

attempt to change the existing status gquo by foree. These views

have been made known by Isra€l to the lesding wopld powers. The

question of a security ggérantea is a very complex matter, and I am
i
F

d
Bare thet the Israel ylemeint is belng given sepiocus cousideration.
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8. Would a U.D for Israel's

efforte in the m guarantee open

Iarael's muelear efferte to U.S8. ins
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Qe 10. Mrs. Meir said that it had beean eatahLiSGeﬂ beyond any
doubt that gas had been vsed by the Lgyptians ip Yemen. The
U.N., however, elaims that it found no evidence to this effect.
Is the Israel Yovernment prepared to sobmit evidence on which
the foreign Minister's statement was based to an international

foromy

As 10. The use of gas in Yemen by Egy,tian forces 1is commom
knowledge. The world press has given detsiled reports on the
effect of gas-bomwbings. Available evidence should be submitted

by those who were ampable to collect it on the spot.




@« 11. You foresaw the functioning of the Kinneret<iiegev

Water Scheme for the spring or svmer of 1964. Tue Arabs, on
the other hand, went on record that they will resist the
scheme, Is Isreel ready to fight to defend her right to develop

the Jordan water project?

Ae 11, I have already made a comprehensive, statement on oup
r}t# Dilies €4 %ttf;;ﬁf [ ¥ J&ty fﬁj

policy in this matte .iﬁdﬁ:ﬁa trecsed that we are carrying out & 3o
project devoted to peace and development. ‘e are doing so in
accordan #Hﬁh Emunif ai‘:«a‘»gfﬁ mlhh{jﬁ?j&visﬁta ew Y?EA;E o
ago he Arab %fgariun ununtria G?A also proceeding wtth theiéil‘

water development schemes based on the Jordan-Ia pmuk river srstem:
prony.- o = J d"l..:{,a.“_,t i s -1_?{' _-z‘{t..g_ o A, 4 o .
The development of these water resovrces, which is now proceeding

Li ]

on both sides, is beneficial to the population of these eountries.
L cannot conceive that Arab countries ghould aet against their

own interests by intervening with foree againet the execution

of such life-giving projecte. ourse, any aet o rrrension
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2. 12, You spoke warmly of the Zionist movement on several

oceagions. Do you intend to vse it as the wain channel Tor

Chagse

contacts between Israel
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and the “iaspora Jewry?
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e« 13. Dicd\the material

shed any new an
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Lw 1h. Yoo [-_._Tir;l'_Ji_-_wtl;,' the other de ¥ t hat ek
Ahdot avoda within a year. Yo you 8till stand

by this prediction®
ind if so, why?




d. 15, What bas been your moast satisfying and what the most
disappointing experience since you becawe Prime Minister of

Ierael?

Ae 15« The most satisfying experience - hoW could it be
anything else thap wy interviews with journalists? ‘he
most dilsappointing experience - dlstorted press reports.

But geriouslyeee
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