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STAVEMENT BY PRInd MINTSTSR LEVI ESHKOL POt HBC WATI i REP/RT
Jerusalem, December 9, 1964
WATER IS THE BASIS POR ALL DIVELOPMENT IN ISRARELS IT IS m®
CRUCTAL FACTORNITHOOT WHICA WE CANMOT LIVE AND PROSPERS THIS
IS TME DECAUE CF THR NECEV, IN WAICH WE HOPE T0 RESTORE THIS

AiID JCYF = OVER NALF OUR AQtA, THE BECINNING MAS BEEN MADE,

WATLR IS FLOWING FROM THE SZA OF GALILEE - WHICH I8 ENTIRELY

“ITHIN ISRAEL BOURDALIES = IT IS FLOSING TO THE YORTHFRN NECLY,
INSTEAD OF COINS 10 WASTS IN THS DEAD SSA,

THIS PROJECT, IN WO WAY INTEINGES ON THE WATFA RIGETS 0t NE DS

OF OUR NEIGHBOURS, IT IS FULLY IN AGCORD WITHTHE UNIPIED WATYR
FLAX DiAwX UF IN 1955 BY PRESIDENT GISSNMOWER'S SPECTAL REPRESENTATIVE,
THE LATS AMBASSADOR ERIC JOHNSTON - APTER THO Y:ARS OF NEGOTTATTONS
BIiH THS ARAE STATES AND ISHAEL. TFEIS FLAN WAS ACCEPTED RY OUR

ATAB NEIGHBOURS ON A TECHNICAL LEVEL, w
THE ARABS BEGAN SOME TIM AGOTO DRAW OF THETR SHARE OF THESE NATTRS.
WE WILL HONOQUR CUH UNDERTAKING TO RUMAIN WITHIN THE ALLOCATICNS OF
THE UMIFIED PLAR AS LONG AS THE ARARS DO THE SARE, ¥B WILLKOT
TULERATE ANY INT RFENENCE ¥ITH UUI WATER RICHTS « JUST A5 YOUR

SETILERS IN THE PARCHED AMERICAN SCUTWWEST DID ROT,.
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WITH THE NEW PIPE-LINE, WE ARE ALREADY UTILISINC OVER NINETY PER
CENT OF OUR WAT:R RESOURCES, ONLY THE SEA IS LEFT. THANKS TO
PRAESIDENT LYNDON JOHNSON'S IMAGINATIVE PROPCSAL, US AND ISRAEL
EXPEATS ARE PLANNING A JOINT SEA-WATSR DESALTING PROJECT. ITS
SUCCESS WILL FRING LIFPE TO AN AKEA DEAD FOR CENTURIES.

THE EXPERIZNCE GAINED WILL BE SHARED OF COURSE WITH ALL NATIONS, .
INCLUDING THOSE OF THE MIDDLE EAST.

PERHAPS WATER CAN QUERCH THE FLAMES OF HOSTILITY AND BRI)G PEACE

CLOSEX IN CUR PART OF THE YCRLD,




