Addresa by Prime Minister Levi Eshkol et the UJA Study Mission, King David
Hotel, Coctober 28th, 1963.

Mr, Chairman, My Dear Friends,

I believe I have met with every Otudy Mission that has visited lermel,
and sach time the direct contact and frank exehange has been important and
valuabla to me. It is my sincere hope that this traditicn we have established will

continue and be strensthened.

This ewvening I should like to touch on & few pointe repurding Isrmel's
foreim affairs, internal guestions, and our partnership, which is, to a great

aextent, repressented in this rcom taonisght. .

Forelmn Affaire:

Let ue bagin with a mumber of developments in ocur international and
reagional relations: in the last ssveral montha, a new wind has been blowing in
the skies of internationsnl relations. We hope its affect will, in time, be Ffelt
in the Middle Esat a=s well.

Your first study mission, my friends, come here nine years ago. Those of
you who were in this group then, often saw boys end firls in upniform, coming
home on leave, carrying on their backs the rifles which they would reguire,
should an emergency arise, Just beasuse thia sight is not common today, do not

be lulled into complacency.

The Arab leaders do not foregv any opportunity of threatening to deatroy
Iareel. At huge malliecs, at privaete meetings, at conferences with Eastern-bleo
and Western jouwrnaliste, on the radic and TV, in the press, the occasion is used

to re-echo the threat.

As a result of this constani repetition, the Arsb pecple and youth are

being conditioned to hate larael and to await with eagerness ita destruction.
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Lest week in the Enesset 1 explained our policies regarding the
attitude of our enemies. I emphasized our need of relying on our own atrensth,
I pointed out the responsibility which rests, perticularly on the great powers
for maintaining pesce in the area. 1 reiterated our desire for peace. The reply
of Prewident Nasser, ss you moy have noticed, was net long in ceming. The
following day, in a apeech at Suesz, the President of Egypt sald thet my Knesset
statemont had attacked Egypt. He claimed that Israel is a base of aggression
and aspirea to expansionism,

My friends, smy thinking person can but express bewilderment at
Fresident Nasser's ¢lsims, Iarsel hae censistently advocated a non-sggression
nact with Egypt, and completa disarmament under mutunl inspection and control.
That policy stands! .

The reply to our offer hns consistently been increased srmament and

preparaetions againat Israel.

Aind we note the fact that great quentities of erms, military equijment
and financisl support are beine supplied to Egypt. They enable Egpt to carry
out military intervention in Yemen, and if we are to believe the reperts, in the

Algeria-Morooco disute as well,

It is time that not just Israel took note that President Hasser claims,
on the one hand, tihet fear of Ioras) dictstes hils nesd for srme; while on the
other hand, he puta these arms to use in fellow Arab countries.

As for us, 1 lmow Of no better sourse for settling dismutes than
ebandoning aggression and negotinting peace. This is, after all, the basic theoms .
of the U,M. Charter to which both the Bgyptian end lerael governmente are
siynatories. It is also, I belisve, the prevailing trend in world affairs today.

Would it then not be wiser, if Prasident NHasser desisted from rattling
his sahres and inatead, entered into competition with me in both advecating and
implementing pesce in the Middle Bast? Rether than using such vast sums for weapons
with greater and grester destructive power, the Arabs could compete with us in
peeking peace, They could liberate theme sims for eradieating hunger and disemse,
poverty and iliditeracy from among the peoples of this region.
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I feel 1 can afford to make these statementa bluntly and point-blank:
I do 50 because Do one can possibly think they are mede out of a position of
weakneas. 1 do not, for a moment, assume that anyone believes that Isrmel
pProposes peace out of lack of strength. Preaident Nascsr has himsel# admitted
on one occasion that the Arabe "are not yet ready" to eliminats Israel, and
that he requires time for great preparations befors this will be possible.

For this reason snd confident in the justness of our case, we turnad
to the Security Council after the Syrian mirder of two of our boys at Almasor,
a young settlement in the Galilee.

Fortunately, my friends, our foreign relations are not confined to
roblems connscted with war and deterring hestilities. On the world acene,
Israel has made a positive contribution with its co—operation projects in .
developing countrles. Cur efforts in absorbing new immdgrants, developing
sgriculture and irrigation, settling pecple on the land, tuilding towms end
cities, educeting youth, developing institutions of govermment, scisnce and
services, fostering co-operatives, and organizing labour - all these we gladly
ahure with a host of newly independent nations. The experience we have gained -
in which you too have s share - is being put to use in co—operation with
friendly atates cn three continents.

A= you know, about a thoussnd Isrselis sre sharing their pioneering
zeal, scowmloted experience and sense of mission with friends in muny countriea.
Those dedicated men and women, I would eall "Isrsel's co-operation and
Develomment Corme". Similarly, as you may have heard, about 4,500 treinses and
students have participated here in studies and seminsrs. They have lesrned that .
Israel welcomes them in friemdship, fraternity and equelity.

This programme demands great moral and economic efforts. At the same time
is a scurce of pride for uas, and in keeping with our Jewish heritage of mutusal
help, should be a scurce of satiafection for you as well,
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The Heonony:

Ladies and gentlemen, 1 snid earlier that we should not be Julled into
complacency about security. Similarly, the apparent "prosperity"™ visible in our
supermarkets and on the main streets of the 1nrqe gities, in the setfled parts
of Israsl -which is less then helf our area - should not mislead you with regard
to our overall economic aituation.

True, during these nine years, we have made considersble progress. It is
nlso true thet the new eccnomic poliecy which wes initisted some two yeara ago has
functicned efficiently. I am sure my colleasgue the Finance Minister has discussed
this with you. (I must say how plessed I am to hand over to Mr. Sapir the "Peckel®
of troublea thet 1 esrried so long as Finance Hinister). .

well, wa can all derive satisfaction from this progress. But my friends,
1 esk you to look about you - to use your syes, not to see what has besn done,
but to see what has not. Lift up your eyes to the North end Scuth, BEast and Wess.
See for yourselves that over half our land is empty and desolate,

Thie is, as you know, the Decade of the Negev, snd we have invested great
effortsa in that area. We have now decided, for many reasons, which 1 earmot go
into tonight, to turn to the Galilee in a great project of development and
settlement. You have seen sume of the Gelilee's forsaken miretches, barren
hillsides and rocky slopes. I regret that the blessing of rain prevented you
from seeing the heart of this ares. These lands were revaged by conguerors:
Byzantine and Arab, Crusader snd seljuk, snd must be redesmed from their ahame
snd nakedness. ‘l'

All this - the develoment of the Negev and of the Galilee will be more
difficult than develcopment of the firat helfl of Israel. Let us take just the

gquestion of water, which is so precicus snd ssarce,

Yet we rmat bring the water to the desolate land. Huge sums have been
invested and =re being invested for this. And I think we may be privileged with
the bhonour of being the firat to unlock the salt seas and sweeten watoer for
irrigation and other commerciel purposes. It is a coatly and weighty nonour,
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As you have visualized the needs of the land, so too, I hope you will
be able to imagine for yourselves and hear the oubery of our people whom we must
yat bring to Israel.

The tens of thousande who come each year srrive desclate as well, lascking
everything - almost a reflection of the land. I cannot diquiue a better note in
this regard: the peopls with means stay behind, and send us the poor, without a
penny, and all too often broken in body and spirit. Some of you have ssen this
face to face at Shderot and other centres. Were it not for the children of the
new olim, the precicus Moshelech and Shlcmelech, my heart would be heavy indeed.

But it is for them that we are prepered to endure and struggle and strive, until
they grow up and reach tha "bhuppe and ma'asim tovim" - huppe and good deeds. The
young ones must be brought up properly - to have schools and education, with .
nll the efforis end investment in fecilities and teachers and squimment.

By eoupling these two deserts, the desert of land snd the desert of man -
of our people - we can maka this land blossom as we have already done in the
Centre of Isresel and in the Jezreel and Jordan Valleys. It may take a decads or
two, and it will not be eaay, but thenm you will be able to come and see that the
neglected Negev and Galilee have become develomment and settled. What demands

this mokes on ue, you gll can realizs: manpower, lmow-how and budgets,

The Tewish Apgency Treasurer has warned about the possible return to the
Masbara. You may kmow that T wee instrumental in those good old days - in putting
up the Masbarot, snd in the feverish and dediceted work of mass pettlement and
housing prograrmes which enabled na to empty them. I confess I grumble when I
hear that Jewe in Jarael, men, women and children may need to live agein in r.tamg:t..
The rainy season is upon us and I can see them before my eyws, as cnly a feow
years ago, poor confused pecple in tents and tin shacks, shivering in the cold,
as the rain lesks in end the earth floor becomes mad,

¥y friends, your belief snd mine ias that Israel does not exist for ita
rresent population alone. And so0, Israel has assumed great responsibilities, not
juet for her citisens of today - and let us reczll that many of these arrived just
yesterday - btut for nll who are yet tc come. These reasponsibilities were placed
on us by Jewish history and Jewish fate. They are indeed truly heavy
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responsibilities - finenciglly and otherwise. Just the cost of security and
defence — which falls completely and solely on our shoulders - is stagsering.

Fo moral power on earth can absolve Isrsel of these responsibilities for the
ssgcurity and well-being of its citizens of todey esnd for the preparntion and
nreserving of o home for the himdreds of thousands snd even millions yet to come.

Fy frienda, will you be offended if I ask, what moral power can absclve
Jews in the free world of their responsibilities towards the Jewish people seeking
refuge and returning home?

During the past years, the emount of UJA funds renching Iarael has bean
declining. It i= =» if the oversens partners falt that the problems are sll solved,
"after all, there is & State and more and more can be pladed on its shoulders",

There is, though no doubt in my mind that these tasks are the
roaponsibility of overseas Jewry.

My friends, you are concluding the Ninth Study Mission snd beginning the
26th year of UJA'd existence, There is no objective reascn for the decline of UJA
activity - individual and eollective. The general half of lerssl, 1 referred to,
cries out ot you, makes demunds on you. The Jews who are yet to come, and Isrsel, in
their name, veice thelr silent but deafening cry: These tens of thousands of
children of new immigrants, esll out to you for homes, for schools and study
facilitiesn.

On their behalf, Israel demands your participation and partmership.

You will soon be back in your homes — back in the greatest Jewish communi
in the world. Remember, and remind your fellow Jews, of what you have seen and
heard. Inetill iato your communitiss new spirit and new henrt.

This year, we have rejeiced with you in the half-wsy mark towarde UJA's
Jubilee. UJA has to ite credit great deeds: s grest tide of velunteering spirit,
of participation which matohed the situstion.

Fow let thers be dewds — in the next 25 years as well, It is your
responaibility, to see that the coming years will not fall short of your pest
glorious record. When we cslebrate the full Jjublilse - and I hope many of us will be
here then -~ lsrasl may well be a prosperous lapd of five or gix million, whom you
have helped bring and rehabilitate.
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My deer friends and ¢

vwndertake this covenant with the people of

20 Isreel tonight. lustre and
greatness will agnin redound both to the ne f TJA end to of th
Americen Jewish Co and great deeds be dene for the good of 1




