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Jerusalem,duly 17,1963

ADDrESS BY PRIME MINISTER LEVI ESHKOL
20 2.0,A. CONVENTION IN ISRAEL, JULY 1963

iy, Chairman, and dear friends,

Your convention in Israel takes place within the first few
weeks of my assuming office. You can well understand that these
have been busy weeks and my time has been severely taxed. I know
that our President brought greetings to your Convention, and, as
you know, I also sent a message to the opening session, There are
some points in that message which I fell are worth repeating and
stressing before I deal with new matters,

I said at that time that the Jewish people in Israel and abroad
and particularly those who bear the banner of Zionism, face the
following imposing tasks:

to maintain and strengthen the State of Israel;

to continue to keep the gates of Israel open for "kibbutz falm’,
for the hundreds of thousands who need to come or wish to come hnme.
to Israel:

to participate in Israel's economic development; to help our
economy to absorb the newcomers, and create for them new sources of
livelihood so that we may support ourselves and eventually reach
economic independence.

Hg friends, at this meeting I will not deal with issues of the
past. In the course of the last few davs a great deal has already

been said - and rightly so - about the glorious past of American
Zionism. itegret has been expressed - and rightly so - at the ignorance
of the youth of.this country, and the public in peneral, about the
contribution of Americen <4ionism to lsrmel's re-birth,

I am the first to recognize the historic rights of American
Zionism and its great leaders, some of whom - FHee—br—eilyer - are
fortunatelv here today. They have indeed written glorious ehaptars.
in the history of our common struggles.

e »

: But since 1t 18 never too late to convey good wishes -
A13733 INIMD Ik 07pID 1°8 T should like to take this opportunity to salute
Dr. Abba Hillel Silver on the occasion of his seventieth birthday,
Dr. Silver has created a unique place for himself in Jewish history.
If I were speaking Hebrew to you I would point out that seventy in
Hebrew is representéd bv the letter "¥" and "¥" in Hebrew - like |*¥D =
means a spring or well. My wish for him is that he continue to be
330D |*¥03 | g spring which is ever renewing 1ts sources. Dr.
Silver has drawn on the wellsoprings of his Jewish roots in Lithuania
and h's Jewish studies in the United States. These springs constantly
renew themselves, and as Dr, Silver enters z new decade of his life,
we can be sure that he will demonstrate the same vipgour and wvouth
which has alwavs characterized him. On behalf of the Government
and myself I convey to him my very warmest wishes.

Fellow Ztun*stsf in the past years, we have advanced greatly
towards our goal of "kibbutz galuyot,."

American Jewrv including American Zionists have plaved (and
still play) a predominant role in helping our voung state to stand
on its feet and 4n enabling it to receiwve and integrate over one
million immigrants %n the course of the last fifteen vears. I confess
in all candour that without partnership it would have been practically
impossible for us to undertake the almost superhuman tasks we have

taken upon ourselves. 4
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It is thanks to joint Jewish responsibility that we have to our
record this magnificant accomplishment of the *‘ngathering. It took,
to achieve this, picneering gzeal, reserves of spirit, dedication and
sacrifice.

We may derive great sattsfactior from " this = 7t Jjustifies the
basic Lionist ideal. But in the flush of satisfaction, let us rot
lose sight of other factors. Let us not forget that we have not vet
reached the half-way point, we are vet far from realfzing the entire
Zionist vision, The State is just the beginning of the solution of
the Jewish problem. We are onlv en route to the third million in
Israel, we have yet to attain economic Independence and the full
security of our borders.

"I feel it my duty to point out to vou, (as I assume the Minister
forioreign Affairs did a 'short while ago,) that while the great task
of ingathering has been going on, we have had to devote mighty efforts
to preserve the integrity and securitv of the Jtate of Israel and its
inhabitants. -

It is because of the combined efi'orts of the entire population .
of the Utate of Israel, and particularly due to the devotion of the
heads and ®fficers and men of the Israel Defence Forces, that we are
grepared to face whatever the future holds, calmly and confidently,

ut none of our friends overseas, an. certa'nly not <4ionists, should
forget that the security of Israel is and will continue to be the
prime concern of the Government and people of Israel for many vears
Lo come.

We are the only State in the world surrounded by avowed enemies,
whose hostility s expressed *n illegal ascts of violence and blockade.
They incite their people to hatred of Israel and become prisoners
of their own propaganda.

Against this background, I must speak of aliva,

At the end of the next decade we will reach - as I ‘mentioned
earlier - a population of three million. The increase will come .
partly from our own ndtural increase, and partlv from immipgration.

If things continue as thev have, by the end of the "sixties" ‘
we may reach the complstion of the ingathering of those olim from
certain countries who cannot l¥ve freely as Jews. (I do not, of course,
include those Jews who, after America, form the second largest Jewish

* community in the world: - our brothers in nussia,)

i
It should be clear to zl1l of us that in the next few years we
shall reach a turning-point with regard to immigration to Israel and

‘the prowth of our population. The last oppressed Jew of the Urient

will have come to lsrael. At this crossroads in the ingathering, we
naturally 1ift up our eves to the affluent “faspora communities and
ask from whence will the new streams of olim and builders come.:

It 15 axiomatic that Zionist responsibility did not end with the
ereation of the State. Nor will it end even when we succeed in concen-
trating 3 million Jews here, It is our joint responsibility to enlarge
Israsl's population and enrich our cultural and spiritual 1ife by
a atrong stream of olim from the countries of the west. These are the
paople who ¢an help us increase our numbers, ‘build our sconomic life,
and lead to a better level in the cultural, intellectual and spiritual
1ife and soelety of our country.’  They can help bridge the educational
gap emong the different segménts of our population,

ofve
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Israel can be the challenge to those young Jews who feel
the responsibility of continulng the Jawish genius and spirit in
our own homeland.

In my statement in the Knesset on presenting the new
Government I said:

"We know that Israel cannot compete with the rich lands
of the west in terms of standard of living or cultural affluence.,
But we can offer the new immi!grant an opportunity to take part in
the creation of a magnificent enterprise. We can endow him with
the privilege of serving his reborn people, with the taste of
halutziut, the joy of creatio ex nihilo, with the knowledge that
his people and Land need him here and make demands on his abflity,
his numan and professicnal talent."

The future depletion of the existing reserviors of Oriental
{mmigration points to the need of aliva from America, I will not
presume to offer you advice as to how this aliya . be encourgaed an.
promoted., This is & problem that you must tackle vourselves.

I know that you discussed this at length the other day, .
and I know that you have taken resolutions on this subject. I
welcome the decisions you have taken, as I welcome your decisions
to lead the Jewish communities to a better and deeper understanding
of Hebrew, Bible and Jewish Historv.

Resolutions, of course, are important as a beginning.
I pray that they be implemented, that thev become a programme of
action.

My friends, I stand before you at your ng'ila session,
when by tradition the czates of mercy and mutual understanding are
opened. My words do not come as a rebuke. I have come here and
spoken to you out of deep concern for the future of Israel and of
our movement for national revival.

As this, your first Lonvention in Israel closes, take
back with you our message, In the knesset I said "We shall work
strengthen the Zionist movement, in order that it may be a link
with Jewry and a bridge to aliva..." .

Let us work together tO strengthen the movement. Inspired
with what you have seen of our joint accomplishments and joint
problems, may you gather strength and chart new achievements, SO
that <ionism in its years of maturity may rival the promise and
realization of its youth.







