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incdependant State, water has represented a cructal facter for all development.
Time and again we have prayed and hoped for the fulfilment of the prophecy
of 1saiah;
- And ye shall draw water in gladness from the wells of salvation.
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desert of Israsl, which comprises over fifty per cent of the territery of Israel. In
order to develop, this desert must have water. The water, however, lies in the
north. Hence the idea conceived decades ago by eminent experts, including
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Jordan River system down to the Negev. This has now been dome.
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Galiles from the coastsl plain and down to the northem Negev. With the implementa~
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fulfilment, Water, which over the centuries has run v aste to the Dead Sea, will
now be explolted for productive purposes. .
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Arab countries. It is fully in accord with the Unified Water Plen drown up in
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preclude any conceivable Areb claims, objections or reservations at o later stage.
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The Arab States deferred political agreement to the plan on one ground alone:
their desire to block Israel's legitimate development. Such e position, lacking
basis in law and logic, in no way affects the international status of the Unifled
'-‘-nn Plan as an eyuitable division of the waters of the Jordan River system.

Long before lsreel began pumping from Lake Kinneret, the Kingdom of Jordan,
through its Yarmuk Project, diverted substantial quantities from the jordan V. ater
system. GSyria and Lebanon, too, take for their needs from the system. Vhat .
the Arabs in fact are suggesting is that what is permitted to them is forbidden

to Israel.

Israel has undertaken to remain within the allocations of the johnston Plan.

It will honour this obligation, provided the Arab countries in their water development,
do not take acilen coatsery to the plan.

1 would add that through lsrael's water project, no religious or historical site
adjacent to the River Jordan will in any way be impaired. The River Jorden will
continue to flow in the self same bed and course through which it has always .
flowed down the ages.

The Israel mational water scheme in no way satisfies our development needs.
Thers i3 no other resource left but that of sea water. As 2 resuit of President
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preject in the fleld of desalination. With its successful complstion, sreas which
had been reglons of death for millenia will spring to life. And not emly in Isreel.
For the experience which will be gained from this project will be made available

to all countries, including those of the Middle East. Water may yet sssusge
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passions of hostility and bring closer the peace in the bhilddle Lost which we are
coavinced will ultimately come,

I 2 happy indeed to welcome this programme of RBC which will bring o
willions of viewers in the United States, the great land of [reedom, some
impression of our efforts to redeem, through water, the hitherto baren soil of

our ancient Homeland.




