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rewaweek newyork  1i,t.t. 420395 e M e
nrochristopher exborchgrave elkins her ﬁithhinter?iqﬁ pagen
ﬁanﬂonsend froa two hour fifteen minute conversation unparcns
quetionse= by what rizht do you continue to occupy arabr

and .
lnnds qﬁi:ifrt—* wehave fought three wars in our brief lifetime of
twenty yo-ra, if the arab governments had accepted, as the whole
world ¢id, the establishment of the state of israel, this would
not bhave happened, in fact, there would heve been no need %o
changeour borders one Jot. but after the six-doy war, its aye
miracle that we are still here, 280 why should we now crawl on our
hands and kneces to the argbs and any = please, do us aye favor,
and take 1% nll bncke.... 1f we had lost the lagt war, our lot
would have been the ssne as the nine iraqi jews hanged in publie
1ant weel, our occupation of the territory is the cutcome of
war, in 1948, jordan conquered the west bank, in 1967 we conquered
the wegt vank, ... Jou seen to forget the arabs werethe first to
attack,

questionse= they were query, |

angwers=— they closed the straits of %iran, moved tanks
and troops into sinai, and were headed toward our borders, when
they chased the united naticns troops out, we were fTaced with aye
blatant act of war, there was no way out for us, eye tried to
procrastinate, to delay, hoping something would hanpen, sonething
would intervene, it didnt,... guarantees proved worthless., ten
years ago, president eisnhower Pledged that the puez canal would %
bo open %o us and that if preaident nasger tried to stop ity the
international comaunity would have to deal with the situation with
aye Tirm hand, you Imow what happkned, .

question:—— president nasscer is convinced that you are an
expangionist poner e that your objective 4ia aye greater 1arné1,
Trom the ndle to +h- cuphrates, what ean Jou say that would cezmwinm
convince him this is not so, Query,

BOOWerfe= 1t 15 difficult to sxax say anything that would
convinee him, during the last two decades, we have repentedly said
we are Faady to discuss our problems with nasecr. eye am gtill
ready to fly to cairo temorrow, eye dent want to talk to him as
aye conquercer, eye want hin 4o rid his mina of the ridiculous

notlion of nye preater igrael, he cannot base a policy on a Phrage
ihat has been uttered by individuals who represent nothing but

themoelves, even the bible coesnt use that phrase, the quote
river of egypt unquote referrved to 4n the old tegtament is the
Clenrish rpt el-arish Tiver e aye muddy strean aye few niles
inside sinai, LURE
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eye can pledge my word 4o nasser ;tnnavpr nnn_gyd never

will be ocur policy. eye am ready %o meet him anyvhere, anytinme,
and eye wont quarrel 1haut pruuadura. agenda, or the shape of
the table, =

questiong— vhat about your plans for new ioraeli scttlements
on the golan plateau in syria, on the west bank of the jordan
river, and in egyntinn ginal query,

anoweri-—— you know what happened on the golan heights
before the war = the syrians shelled our sédttlements from
there, never again,

quegtlons== but why not an agreement to denmilitarize golan
rather than set'le israelis in what i1s part of oyria query.

answers = waat ia demilitarizaticn query, who watches

over the border query, no one mows what denilitarization means,
we had aye war, we won it, end as long as golan remains aye
dangerous spot, we will settle i1t, besides, we have no one to .
talk €0 on the ayrian side, _

questiong=— are you prépared to give up these newsettlemonts
in cccupied territories as part of aye final peace settlement

L R o
anowert—— it ic not proper to answer iffy questicns today.

ve are Ilexible on everything, but eye dont want te get into

- gpecifics hefore negotiations,

questicnge~ risht after the six-day war, israeli leaders
were telling correspondents that they would surprise the worlad
with their namnenimitys; that they would make generous offers to
settle the refugee problem once and for all, what happened query.
ANSWET = TWRCECTZPIRLCPBTIXZNSXBXTER We were perhaps aye
little overoptimiatic on the chances for aye laating cettlement. .
clearly the refusee nroblem can only be settled in cooperation

 mitkez with cur neishbora, we must have ave dialogue. the

rcfugees are an intornantional problem, we need land and water for
them, we are aye small nation, Jordan has ninety thousand square
kilometres of land and an annual water flow of 650 rpt 650 million
cubiec noterg, ... lebnnon = ten thousand square kilometres and
three billion cubic neters of water,... syria — 185,000 rpt
185,000 sauare kilemeters and 3.8 rpt 3.8 billion cudic meters
and, with the euvhrates thrown in, another several billioNe.eceee
egypt == one million snuare kilometres and 84 billien cubic
nrter8seee iragq = 150,000 kikmmstremzx 1pt 450,000 square
kilometers and €0 billion cubie nmeters, isracl with 20,000
aquare kilometers hac 1.5 rpt 1.5 billion cubie metres of water .
- largely fron wells that we have dug since independence,

querys— whats your point query,.
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interview, pare thyeo e 40 ‘O 1&?1"1
: angweri=— if these countrie hh}ﬂﬂiﬁ%ﬁiﬁance with us,
there ia much empty territory and much waoted water, we will
pay compensaticn to the fefugees or buy land for them to
- gritimziux reneitle 4n neighboring countries,
questicni—— arab leaders see no chance of peace because
they are convinced you are determined to hold on to what you hxsz
have conquered come what may, cen you prove this is on erroneous
apsunption., query.
angweri—— oye em sure that nasser knows that the
opposite is the casee,
NUeTyt= hOoWwe QUETYe
answeri—— through channels cye cannot disclose, arab
rulers have heard interesting thrings from us, they know we
want peace,
ouestloni= dbut would you go dback to your frontiers
in return for peace, query.
answeri=— let ne say, clearly and unequivoeally,
there will be no return to the situation preceeding the June
ware, the pregent crace=fire lines will not be changed except
for secure and asreed lines within the franework of aye £inal
and durable pence, we mist dlscuss new bordera, new arrangencnts.
the armistice asrecoments are dead and buried, i
quroticni=— you have repeatedly demanded direct
negotiationg with arab governments, bdut if part of your country "
were occupled by orab armies, could you afford to sit down with
them face to face before they agreed to get out. query,
ansuTi-=— gurely, no doubt, no doubt whatsoever,
£od forbid, but if we had begn the losers and — miraculously ®
—were still alive, and they were to say quote we are ready |
far peace negotintices unquote, eye carnot imagine +that we would
refuse, has it ever been otherwise in history, query.
questions=— you inaist on aye permanent peace with the
arab governments as the price of withdrawl, but is this posgible
without finding aye solution to the rcfugce problem. query,
angweri=— for our neighbors, the refugees are aye
convenient political foothball, not aye life and death issue, if
they want %o begin with the refugece problen, we are rcady. we
are completrly flexible on the agenda, its all aye paclkage deal
80 1t doeent matt-r where you start,
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IANTOTVIOW, PASE ICUD =
questieni=— tho united nations eall for the choice of the
risht to0 return or coupensation for all refugees, why do you
-0bjeect to this , aquery.
answWert=— coye woald like to remind our friend nasser that
there was aye fime when we agreed to the return of 100,000 rpt
100,000 refugees — though eye wam against it as eye didnt
beldeve it would work out, becauae arab leaders needed them as
pawnse today the situation has changed, the refugzes are aye tismxx
tincbomb for isracl. we cannot take thenm back, but we have agreed
over the years teo the return of 40,000 rpt 40,000 of them on
compassionate groundg, eye repeat we are ready to pay compensation.
questling=— areyoi prepared to withdraw fronm occupied
territories in retwn forie 1, freedonm of navigatian.... 2. an
aradb declaration of ncn=belligerence,... 3 recognition of
the territorial integsrity of imrael, nnd.....'43ﬂa§i pniﬁn
nationg=-policed deailitarized zone along yci'i}fgqtieEgﬂﬂ. the
wiole package guaranteed by the powers, querk hys 5 i
GNOWED == TI0,
questioni—-— why not, query.
|nswers—— we have leprned aye leswon, demilitarization is
aye very complex probien, we mist work out aye viable system,
remezber the uunn force in 1967, query, nasser whistled and they.
pncked their kitbass,
questlcnie— do you 2%411 ineiet on aye comapletely
denildtarized sinnd snd thnomoxtiemeizrerzx  west bank, aye
perngnent nilitnry presence at aher-elecheilh, on acccna road
to sharm el shoikh throush oinei, and the centinued occupation
of the golan heights an the qui&rprn—quu for withdramal, query,
Aangwerie= we dont ineist on anything. 4ry us out and
youll be surprised on tho degree of give and take we are
prepared for, we have not made any demands on the demilitarization
of sinal, at oharm el ghekih, however, we must be in aye position
%0 defend tho ncecss to the “truita of tirane- our backyard. we
cannot rely cn cutsiders to do it for us, we cannot live as aye
nation without aye prace treaty, as for golan, we will quite
cinply never give it up. the'samn goes for Jjerusalem,
questioni— beycnd aye possible compromise on the holy
places in Jjerusalem, ere you prepared for sy any give and take
on the clty itself, query,
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interview, page five,

angveri-- no, here there is no flexibility at all, eye
regret 1%, cye would be very happy to say yes, but every tize
eye lock at the map eye chake my head because n;re ig’ [ON
peceible way to compromise on jcmaalem. it is th ’;vcr,r he:
of our state,

, questionte—— sone israell leaders are now susr bl‘rtiﬁ
that president nasser and king hussein are too wealt on tﬁnir
homefronts to be m_li ezzaizatismg negotiating partners, and
that sooner or later you will have to setile your problems with
the palestinians dirrctly, what do you think, queTrye

onswerge== if those two could work together —— and

5 naswr Aidnt otad the &k ng in the back Trom time to tize,
eye an quite sure they could sell aye reasonable setilement
to their pocplea, eye have met at least half aye dogzen tinecas
with pra¥exiizx paleotinian leaders on tho west bank, they . }
sald they would go talk %o husse:n and to nasser, they aid,
but came back empty-handed, one millien arabs on the west bank
have now gwexihgxrxsrunzx scen the israclis with difforent
eyes, but if arad lenders remain intransigeant, the situation
will, of course, got worse,

: questioni—— do you see el=fatsh and the fedayeen
as a potentinlly new political factor in the middle cast. query,

: angweri—— oye dont want to brag, but the fedayeed . -
have lost aye lot of people, many are leaving the movenent améx
digpirited, eye do not believe the fedayoen will become ag
important as some people seem to think in wostern countrieas, but
if el=fatah want to talk to ua directly, we would not say no,
if cne day they overt row eatablished arad governnients, we would: .
then have aye neow cnemy and aye new situaticn, dbut eye éont
believe this will happ®n because they feel better off as
free-lancers, and are not at all anxious %0 take en the burdens
of government, :

guestloni=— you call them terrorists, but ddidnt you
corve ocut your om countey by terror and force of arms, cuery, _
how deea el=Tatah Jiffcr from other resistance movenents through -
histery. query, "

angwari=- if poople perpetrate terrorict acts they can, :
¢f corroo, eall themsclves aye resistance movement, but what are
they resisting. query, they cenmot £4nd shelter on the west bank, I
the arabs there are not ccoperating with the fndu'aen. that hardly
qualifies then as resistance fighters, '

more




interview, prnse six,
megticni=— but in gaza the local Population is resisting,

aere they not aye resistance movement to israeld occupntion, auery.

ARSWTEri=— as oye jew eye will answer with snother question,
what difference does it nake, query, why should eye glorify them
with thedr ovm label, for twenty years gaza was occupled by the .
egyntians, the egyotian curfew there wag maeh tougher than ours,
the palestininn refurces in gaza reslsted the egyptiang Just as
strongly as they resist us,

questioni~= is 1% conweivadle to you that Israeclis and
rXex palestiniang may one Cay live togzether in aye sort of
cendominium or bi-n-ticnal state, perhaps couparable to the
- way christians and ~oslems run lebanon, query,

angwert—— cye would mot like t0 be in the same pooticn
as lebanon on aye Tifty={ifty bases, lebanon could become
gixty—— forty one r‘:a;-;....... and then what happens to the .
minority. query,

auestliini=—~ but lebanon hasg worked, query,

ANgWOTi=—= 1ts very important that our detractors should
mderstand that for two thousana years we were persecutdéd
minorities arcund the world, never again, we must have our own
Plnce and we must be the najority. look at cyprus, twentythree
pereent turks, »nd look at whats going on. is that what you
want . for us. query, .

questions=— in that case, how would you feel about aye
seperate palestinian arad state, query,

angwers—= cyca againat ite. personally eye think

palestinien conasctions and ties should be with jordan = same
custona, saume religion, same Janguage,

quentiont— 4if the Jewa arcentitled to aye homelanad
in this part of the werld, erent the palestinians sizilarly
entitled to their ovm country, query.

angweri—— wiat arepalestinians query. when eye cane
here there were 250,000 nonjews == wainly arabs and bedouing,
it was desert e mors thm uncerdeveloped, nothing, it was
only nfier we umade the Cesert bdloem and populated it that they
becane Iintorested 4in taking it froo us,
more
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E Mtrmew. P'-J-I"‘-' DY vvise- .
questicni- you cxpect arad governments to disown the frdxye:

fedayeen, or at least tc disarm them or control them, but were
Jewieh leaders capable of controlling irgun and the storr gang
at the tise of your owm struzgle for infpendence from the  _
british, query.
ENawPTi== yen, 10 aye certain dﬂgréﬂ we were, but how,
enn you ecopare, query., the arabs have eatablished governments with
arnies end police forcep. we had -nothing, we were jJuat as illegal
29 the under-round movenents you Jjust mentioned,
quectionte= president nasser told noewsweelk that egyntian
repregentatives are prepared to sit down with israelis in Jjoint
comzittees with ugnn observers pagzéz o8 you did under the
19549 eraistice ngreements and until the 1956 wer, an arrangement
he says you yourselves ended, what are your objections to resuning
such aye dizlogue, query, .
angsweri--— there was always aye third party in these _ .
committecs and this third party == the uunn - was the decisive '
porty. the uunn observer nearly always sald he never saw what
haprened, 4hkc arrgngencnt had become aye mockery, a travesty of
Justice, when nasser laounched the first fedayeen reids, he was
free to do nz e pleased ~hile we were gxp=exzs supposed to respect
the armistice sgrocaecnta, thats wh ¥ the arrangement broke down, &
but if ngsger ia ready to resume these Joint committees and to
sit on them, wly imnt he ready to sit with us under the security
council regolution of november ftwentytwo 19€7., querye
questiont— hacnt the time come for come fresh thinking
en? some new igraeli peace initiatives, query.
anereri~— we frel that every fay ic the time for this,
the question is what and how, lets sit down ond discnss it, lets
reanon together, we have g2id —= gnd 4t certainly reached the ears
of the jordeniwu:n governuent == that if Jordun needs aye meiiterame
meditoranean harbor we arc prepared to glve them free port
facilities in halfa or jaffa. we can embark on sll sorts of joint
endeayours to develop their industry an? export business, g0 talk
to the aradb farmers on ihe weat bank and they vwill tell you shat
we have done in aye few ncnths $0 inereage their productivity that
had bharely moved for centuricus, we dug wells for them where their
ovmt people had assurcd then there was no water, this is what we
can offer, but there is aye price, either they maintain aye state
of war and nothing happens, or they want real peace and then the
hepes for the future arzne sra—walimited,
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interview, poge eisht, '
questions— if you exzzax were president nixon trying [

to counteract russian penetration of the arad world, wouldni you i
find it necesaoary to inch closexr to the aradb view of the isrneli |
cccupation and the vmonixzfiesx requisites for aye settlement,

qUETY . j

answer:i-— its alvays hard to put yourself in soneone
eloen shoes, egpecially those of the president of the united

gtatea, but eye am convinced that the six-day wor served the
interests of the free world in the middle east, there iz much

alarn aob-ut soviet influence, dbut what do egypt and syria have

to offer the west., query. and the states that Ao have afe lot

te offer = soudl arabia, kuwanit, iran, turkey, etcetera =

in those stnteas, sovict influence is nminimal, the value of

israel to the went in this parst of the world will, eye predict, .
be out of all proparticn to its oize, we will be aye real bridge
between three continents and the free world will be very

thankful not only if we survive, dbut if we continue to thrive

in gecure pnd guarsnteed borders,

SUYEE  notote this filed at eighteen hundred
newyork time monday. rosarda.

comecon pla acknowledge 4if rcceived okay.




