INTERVIEW WITH THE PRIME MINISTER FOR THE NEWSWEEK,

Nowsweek New York

Prochristopher Exborchgrave Exelkins  herewith interview {cnnden;ad from

two hour fifteen minute converwation ):

o By what right do you continue to ocoupy Arab lands?

A, We have fought three wars in our brief lifetime of twenty vears.
f the Arab governments had accepted, as the whole world did,
tha establishment of the State of Israel, this would not have
happened. In fact, there would have been no need to change
our borders one jot. But after the Six Day War, it is a miracle
that we are still here. So why should we now crawl on our hands
and knees to the Arabs and say 'Please do us a favor - forgive
and take it all back.' If we had lost the last war, out lot would
have been the same as the ine Iraal Jews hanged in public last
week, Our occupation is the outcome of war. In 1948, Jordan
conquered the West Bank, contrary to U, N, resclution. Ia 1967,
we conquered the West Bank.
You seem to forget that the Arabs were the first to attack.

R They wera? '

A, They closegd the Straits of Tiran, moved tanks and troops into
Sinal and were headed toward our borders. When they chased
United Natioas troops out and occupied Sharm-el-Sheikh we were
faced with a blatant act of war. There was no way out for us. I tried
to procrastinate, delay, hoping something would happen, something wo -

intervene. It didn't. Guarantees proved worthless, Ten years ago




A,

President Eisenhower_pledgad that the Suez Canal should be

open to us and that if President Nasser tried to stop it th::l
international community would haw.lra to deal with the situation with

a firm hand. You know what happened, -

Prezident Nasser is convinced that you are an expansionist power;
that your objective is a greater Israel, from the Nile to the Euphrates.
What can you say that would convince him this is not the case?

It is difficult to say anything that would convince him. During the
last two decades wa have repeatadly said we ase ready to discuss
our problems with Nasser, I am still ready to fly to Cairo tomorrow,
I do not want to talk to him as a conquercr. I want him to rid his mind :
of the ridiculous notion of a greater Israel. He cannot base

a policy on a phrase that has bean uttered by individuals who
rﬂpresen:t nothing but themselves, Even the Bible does not use

that phrase. *The River of Egypt' in the Old Testament is the El-
Arish River, a muddly stream a few miles inside Sinai, not the Nile,
I can pledge my word to Nasser it never was and never will be our
policy. I am ready to meet him anywhere, any time and I wartt
quarrel about procad:.!re, agenda or the shhpe of the table,

What about your plans for new Israeli settlements on the Golan plateau -
in Syrla, on the West Bank of the Jordan and in Egyptian Sinai?

¥You know what happened on the Golan Heights ﬁefora the war, Never

again., Besides, these are not settlements but military agricultural

posts.
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But why not an agreement to demilitarize Golan rather than settle
Israelis in what is part of Syria?
What is demilitarization? Who watches over the border? No one
knows what demilitarization means. They started a war. We won it,
And as long as Golan remains a danger:;ua spot, we have to defend it.
Besides, we have no one to talk to on the Syrian side, They are not
willing even to talk with Dr. Jamring.
Are you prepared to give up these new settlements in occupled
territories as part of a final peace settlement?
It is not proper to answer iffy questions today, We are flexible
on everything but I do not want to get into specifics befcre
negotiations.
Right after the Six Day War Israeli leaders were telling comes pnndem

that they would surprise the werld with thelr magnanimity; that

they would make generous effers to settle the refugee problem once and
for all, What happened?

We were perhaps a little overoptimistic on the chances for a lasting
settlement. Clearly the refugee problem can only be settled in
cooperation with our, neighbours. We must have a dialogue. The
refugeas are an international problem. We need land and water

for them ., We are a small nation, Jordan has ninety thousand square
k.ilnmnte-rs of land and an annual water flow of 650 million cubic
meters: Lebanon, ten thousand square kilometers and three billion cubi
meters modpantsix of water; Syria, 185,000 squae kilometers and
3.8 billion cubic meters of water and, with the Euphrates thrown in,

another several billion; Egypt, one million square kilometers and 84 bi
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cubic meters; Iraq, 450,000 kilometers and 60 2 billion, Israel
with 20, 000.square kilometers has 1,5 billion, largely from wells that
we have dug since independence, "
What is your point?
If these countries are interested in settling the refugee problem,
there is much empty territory, much wasted water, We'll pay *
compénsation to the refugees or buy land for them to resettle in
neighbouring countries, |
Arab leaders sea no chance of peace because they are convinced
you are determined to hold on to what you have conquered come what
may. Can you prove this is an erroneous assumption?
I am sure that Nasser knows that the opposite is the case.
How&
Through channels I cannot disclose, Arab rulers have heard interetiigg
things from us., They know we want peace.
But would you go back to your frontiers in return for peace?
Let me say, clearly and unequivocally, there will be no return

to the situation preceding the June war. The present cease-fire

lines will not be chatged except for secure and agreed lines within

the framewvork of a final and durable peace. We must discuss new
borders, New arrangemehts, The Amistice agreements are dead and
buried,

You have repeatedly demanded direct negotiations with Arab governments

but if part of your country wers cccupied by Arab armies, could you

afford to sit down with them face to face before they agreed to gat out? .-
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Surely. No doubt whatscever. God forbid, but if we had been
.the losers, ._and miraculously, were still alive, and they were to
say 'we are ready for peace negotiations,' I cannot imagine that we
would refuse., Has it ever been otherwise in history?
You insist on a pe:rmmt peace with ﬂ:m Arab governments as the
price of withdrawal but is this possible without first finding
a solution to the refugee problem?

For our neighbours, the refugees are a convenient political football,
not 8 life and death issue,,

/ If they want to begin with the refugee problem, we are ready. We

are completely flexible on the agenda,. It is all a package deal
s0 it does not matter where you start.

The United Nations called for the choice of the right to return or
compensation for all refugees. Why do you object to this?

I would like to remind our friend Nasser there was a time when

we agreed to the return of 100, 000 though I was against it as I did not

balieve it would work cut, because Arab leaders nceded them as pawns,

Today the situation has changed. Any refugees returning will be

a timebomb for Israel. We cannot take them back but we have agreed

over the vears to l:hs; return of 40, 000 of them on compassionate ground:

I repeat wa are ready to pay compensation,

Are you prepared to withdraw from cccupled territories in return for

1) freedom of naviggtion, 2) an Arab declaration of non=belligerence,

3) Arab recognition of the territorial integrity of Israel, and

4) a United Nations-policed demilitarized zone along your frontlers -

the whole package guaranteed by the powers?
No.

Why not?
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We have learned a lesson. For example = demilitarization i5 a very
complex problem. We must work out a viable system. Remember the
U.N. Force in 1967? Nasser whistled and they packed their kit bags.
Do you still insist on a completely demilitarized Sinai and West Bank,
& permanent Israell military presence at Sharm el Sheikh, an access
road to Sharm through Sinal and the continued occupation of the Golan
Heights as the quid pro quo for withdrawal?
Ve don't insist on anything. Try us out and you'll be surprised on

the degree of give and take we are prepared for. We have not made

any demands on the demilitarization of Sinai, At 8harm el Sheikh, hows
we must be in a position to defend and protect the access to the Straits
of Tiran, our backyard., We cannot rely on promises or on outsiders to u."
it for us. We cannot lve as a nation without a peace treaty. As for
Golan Heights, we will quite simply never give it up. The same goes a
for Jerusalem.

Beyond a possible compromise on the holy places in Jerusaldm, are

your prepared for any give and take on the city itself?

No, Iregret it, I would Be very happy to say yes, but every time

i look at the map I shake my head because there is no possible way to

1
compromise on Jerusalem, It is the very heart of our State.

Some Israell leaders are now suggesting that President Nasser and .
King Hussein are too weak on their homefronts to be valid negotiating
partners and that sooner or later you will have to settle your problem

with the Palestinians directly. What do you think?




If those two could work together - and if Nasser did not stab

ure they

the King in the back from time to time - I am quite
could sell a reasonable settlement to their peoples, 1 have

met att lease half a dozen times with Palestinians leaders on the
k. They sald they would go talk to Hussein and to
Nasser., They did but came back empty-handed. One million
Arabs on the West Bank have now seen the Israelis with

different eyes, But if Arab leaders remain intransigent, the

situation will, of course, get worse,




Q. Do you see El Fatah and the fadayean as a potantially
new political factor in tho Middls East? vt
A. I don't want to brag but the faedayeen have lost alot

of people. Many ara leaving the movemont .dispirited, I

do not beliove the fedayoan will becoms as important as

gome people seem to thiak in Western countriegs. But if

FlL Patah want Lo talk to us divactly, we would not say no.

If one day thay i‘:rvari;hi:uu' gutubliszheéd Arabh gnvﬂrnmnté,

wa would then have a4 new easmy and a nsw situation. But

I don"t besliave this will liappen.

Q.¥You call them terrorists. BDBut dicdn's you carve oput. your

own countzy by terror and force of arms? Eow doas E1l Fatah
diffor from other resistande movemants through history?

A. Wa carved our country mainly by labour, by building
gettloments and draining swamps. If Paople parpetrate terrorist
acts they can, of course, call thewselves a resistance
movencnt. But what aﬁa they resistirg? They cannot find
shelter on the West Bank. Ths Arabs thera are not cooparating
with the fedayeen. That ha;dxy qualifies fham as resistance
fightera. j

Q. Sut in Gaza the local population is resisting? Axe they

act a resistance movement to Isracli occupation?




A A5 & Jew I will answox with ancther question. What
differonce does it make? Why should I glorify them with
their own labal?But ﬁ&:iausly, I would point cut that for ™
L“wenty yaars Gaza was occupied by the Egvptians. The
Egyptian curfow there was much tougher than ours. Tha
Palestinian refugees in Gaza resisted the Egyptians just

as ptrongly as thay resist us.

Q. A6 iU concedivebls o you that Israelis and Palestinians
may oné day live together in a sort of condominium or bi-
naticnal statse porhaps comparable to the way Christians

and loslemns run Lebanon?

Ao & wWould not like to be in the samt positicon as Lebanon
on & Lfifty~-fifty basis. Lsbanon could bocome sixty-forty
ona day = and then what happons to the minocity?

Q. But Lebanon has worked?

Ae It 18 very important that you and your reoaders sghould
understand that for 2,000 years wo were parsacuted minorities
argund the world. Never again. We must havae our own place
wiere WO are the majority. ﬁPok at Cyprus. - Twenty-three
percent Turks and IQEE at what's going on. Is that what you
vant £or us? Israel is and must remain a Jewish State.

Q.In that case how would you foel about a separate Palestinian
Axab State?

M. Pereonally, I think Palestinian connections and ties

hould be with Jordan - same customs, same religion, same

[ 2]

language. But who knows = Jordan's bohaviours may face

thom to have a separate entity.




f. If tho Jews are entitled to a homeland in this part

of tha world, aren't the Palesgtiniansg Similarly antitlied

#J

Lo thalry own country

ggtinians? When I came here thare wera

450,000 ron=-Jews, mainly Arabs and Bedouins, It was dasagt -
mery than underdeveloped. Nothing. It was onlv after wa

maca the dogoert bloom and populated it that. they becane
intarested 4ir. “aking it from us.

Q. You axpeat Arag governments to disown tha fedayeen or at
igast to disarm them or control them. But wera Jawish leaders
capable of controlling Irgun and the Starn gang at the tims

of your own struggle for indepondsnca?

A. T35, t0 a cortain degres wo were., PBut how ¢an 'you compara?
288 Azdls hava eatablished governmints with armios aad police
forcas,., %o had Lothing, We were just as illegal as the
underground movements you just mentioned. Trying to control
them wo had at the sams time t; hide from and struggle against
¢ha British army.

Q. 2rasidont Nasser told Eewnwngk that Egyptian representatives
are propared to sit down with Israelis in Joint committees

with U.B. cbservers as you édd under the 1549 armistice

gTcononts and until] the 1956 war, an arrangemsnt he says you

T !;'

i

S¢lves endad. What ara your gbjections to Taesuming
such a dialogue?

A. Thoro was always a third party in these committees - and
the U.¥, was the dscisive éarty. The U.N. observer nearly

&lways said ho nmever saw what happened, Tha arrangemant had
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coma & mockery, a travesty of justice. When Nasser
iaunched the first fedayean raids, ha chought aud acted as
i£ he waz frea to do as he plecased wailo we wara aupposed to
regpect the armistice agrzeements, That's why the arzaﬁanmant
broke dowm. Dut 1€ Nasser is ready to regums these joint
comanittens, an&'niQEyith us, why isn't h; rcady to sit
with ug undar the Security Council Resolution nf November 22, 19677
C. Hasu't the time come for some fresh thinking and new
Tarazsll paacs initiativasz?
A. We faol that every day is the time for this. The question
(7] is what and hLow. Lets sit down and discuss 1t. Let's
LQR30on Gogetaur. Wo have saild and it certainly reached the
6ars of the Jordinian government = that 1f Jordan noods
a Maditerranaun harbor we a:QIEIUEAIEﬂ to giva them freas
port E&cilitiﬂa in Haifa or Ashdod. We can embark on all
BOrts of jolnt endecavors to develop their industry and export
businass. GO talk to the Axad farmers on ths West Bank
and thay will tell you what we have done in a fow months
. to increase thoir productivity that had barely moved for
centurles. We dug wella for them whore thelr own people had
a4sgured them tharg was no water. This is what we can offer.
But thera i3 a price. Either thoy maintain a state of war
and nothing happens or thu? want real peace and tha hopes
for the future are unlimited.
Q. If you were President Nixon trying to counteract Russian
penciration of the Arab world, wouldn't vou find it necessary

€o inch closer to the Arab wview of the Israeli occupation and

requisites for a settlement?
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in the Middie East. Thore is much alarm about Soviet
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influenza. But what do Egypt and Syria have to offer the
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Kuwalt, Iran, Turkey etcetera = Soviet influepce is minimal.
The value of Israel in this part of the world will, I pradict,

. ba out of a1l rroportion €0 ite size. We will b2 a real

bridge batwear three continents and the free world will
ba very thankful not only i€ wa survive but continue to

thrive in secure and guaranteed borderd.




