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V1S5 1tcn YPOR ISRAEL
By LEVT ESHKCL,

FRIME MINLIST:R COF ISRACL

I see that King lussein has bean giving my country some noighbourly advice.
Isrzal, he said, could improve her ralations with -the Arab world if she

first realized that f"she carnot survive by hiding behind force."

The advics may or mey not have veen well-mesnt; it was certainly directed

to the wrong address, If we have had to rely mainly on our own strength for
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sur survivael, that has naver been a policy adopted of our own cholces It has

besn a nucessity forced upen us by tne attitude of the Arab statas during .
the rast sixteen years.
Cver and over again ilizy have declared that ws have no right to axist, ;

they obdurately refused to mezt us to iron out differences and discuss
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comizon problems; they repeatedly threaten to wipe us of[ the map whenever

they foel the time is ripa,

Teir leaders sometimes adopt & mors wcderate tone when speaking to

foreign journalists, but they made no secret of their ultimate Intentions

#

when they met in conf:rence in January, and only a few wecks ago Fresident

commandosi "The Yemen battle wes not the lazt ones There is
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lesser told his

sti1l the Palestine liceration battle,"

1¢ the Arabs are openly preparing for battle, we hawe no alternative but

to be ready. Dut we are also ready to make peace, It is for them to make the

choicea,
“"“




On seorss of cccaslons my distinguished predecessar, lr, David Hen-Gurion,
n!":'-rredlto me=t any Arab Head of State or Government, or all of them Logether,
to try to reach agresment on any or all of the questions thai divide us,.
During my year ifi office-I have rapeated the offer again.and again; the
entire nation stands behind it.

And T say once mors, in the.words of our prophst Isaiah, to President
Nasser, to King Hussein, to all the other Arab kings and presidents: "Coms,
1et u2 reason topether," Stop shouting at us across the frontiers; let us si
down and talk across the conferance:tasle.

When T assumed the office of Frime kinister I also undertock the
nortfolio of Defence, It was not because I like the task of or;anieing
military preparations or training. young men to.kill.

Nearly [ifty years apo 1 laft hone as a youth of 19 to sottle in the
fromised Tand, For years T helped to drain the swemps and establish flourishing
villages  whera nothing grew befere, Later I had the privilege of playing a
Taading part in eer discovering and uvtilizing new sources of witer, For
tan yesers, as Ministerof Finanvs, 1 dedicated all iy enersies o developing
our sconomy, consolidating onr finances, halping to Luild 3 rew society.

Such wers the gb#ls that imepired my colleagues and nyself over the past
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senaratione and pove; such are Ehe alus that Israel still pursuse Loday.

Te achiswe them we have no need of military adventures; whal we nesd is

peaco,
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Tt treaks my heart to waste lundreds of miY1.0ns of Yanks fighting plines

and ships of war, snstead of devoting all our resources to reclaiming the waste-

1ands;building ractoriss Bnd schools, making our-esuntty a Better place to

1ive'in, and offéring “our medest conbLritution to the happiness of mankind,

Althouch we have n{:co.-nplishad' a great deal in 'thé sixteeh yedrs of our

anowed 1rdEhendentcs, we still have mich” unfinishsd Lusiness to 4o, and ‘hany

Frficult pm’b‘.;‘ms t6 solve. (ur tasks are unlike those that any other country i

has té face.

roras) Was riot ereited Tor'thé Lemefit of its’owm population alorie. Tt

Was 'establiehbd ag'a home for the Jwwish people, and its gates will always be

open to any JuWw who nedds refuss from ‘oppression or distress, or decides of

Fis bwn free will to goue and lend & hend in building the Israel of the future,

During the past sixteen years W& Liave taken ih over a million immigramts,

Lith the Whcleheartod cooperiticn of the Jews Of the world, and particularly

of imerican Jewry, who have wade a'magnificent contributionto this joint
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‘anverprise. :

Tens of thousands ars still arriving yedr ‘by year,' The newcomers have to e

fed, housed, ‘vrifded and euployed. onpYete integration ‘4s, for miny, & lengthy

_:,-rocaa's,‘ and iach rehaing to be done to make a-united nation out of men, women

“ind childrén from a hundred rountried, differing in 1anguage, traditfon and .
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way of 1:11'-.-:"”
Horab-‘rar, wa cannot be content so long as large differences still exist

patween poor, uneducated masses at the ono snd of the social scale and confortable,

state on foundations
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scttled veterans atfna other, e have built our resurgent




of freedem, democracy and equality before the law, but formal equality is not

[

sn~agh, ot j

(ur pioneers developed a variety of soclal patterns based on co-operation
- : N fud »
hetween equals and a profound faith in ths value and importance of the individusl,

The collective and cooperstive settlements, the kibbutz and the moshav, have won

the admiration of the world as nuclei of a society in which no man's labor is
exploited and all work together for the coumon froode
aut all those are only a Leginning, We have succeeded in eracting the
|
scaffaolding of .'zinew society and solving the most urgent problems, but we have
not yet fully translated our vision into reality.

What are the main tasks to which we must devote ourselves in the next

"

dacade?
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First comes our duty to cur trethren who have not yet reached our shores,
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Thers arc still Jewish communitiss in a number of lands whers sociel and

political upheavals have created pressure for emigration, whatever the difficul-

ties, we regard it a:.'f.a. 'pririlejg,e, a Iuacrad :I'l?iaﬂi..-o‘nr t.-n pblp them to come, E
se:t.t.lu dm?:, strike roots and halp t?. build Jthq Jewish homeland with us.

.Ha aha.'l.'l: always cherish in our hearts the hope for renewed contact with
that great community in the East I'-f]]i:_:h :!Ts eut _ofi‘ from tp_e }iving bod}r_ of Jawry.
We look f_‘orm}d t.o the day when any Jew, anywhere, shall be free to join us

if he ac desires,,

-/‘.-v .




L e S—_—

s N -

AL the same tims we are glad to ses a growing trend among Jews in the
prosparous cauntrieu,m aspaciéllly the youth, to come and settle
in Tsrael of their own frea will, not driven by persecution and distress but

attracted by the opportunity of working with us £o build a new society.
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To employ tha immdgrants and the rising generation, develop essential

services, maintain our defence forces, and speed the day when we can make

ourselves J:.ndepende;:t of fn.raign aid, we shall need additional large-scale

investments, For these ends , we shall encourage every type of industiry and
1 re L L L L il & - = }
initiative, local and foreign, private #hd public, Jewish and non-Jewish,
Cur economy will continue to be a pluralislt.ic one, with State, cooperative
and private aactoru.warking side by side. There will ve a wide field for the

grivate investor and enterpreneur, wno will continue to receive, not only

a fair deé.l, but active encouragement and aid.

Poreign capital will be welcome, and will receive all the facilities and

concassions prcvidad by our Law for the Encouragement of Capital Investments,
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so long as it contributes to economic consolidation and progress, and especially
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to increasing exports £ so that we may be able to pay our wey and dispense with

foreign aid,
TITRE A - . 1 1
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Althougtla considerable proportion of our population enjoy all the benefits
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of modern civilization and technological progress, a large part of our country
is still underdeveloped, In the arid Negev and the uplands of Galilee, ihere

are wide spaces where there is arple poom for the axpansion of agriculture and

&

the eresation of new industries,
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We uh?;l cgn%inugﬁuihh Fhu_dﬂve}npmsnt ur$thf Negqv, and I have proposed &,
large=scale plaqﬁrar tﬁe develomment of Central Galilee for the banefit of all
its inhabitants, Jews, Arabs and Druzes alike. y

:‘m_ia will “1';:_3 a challange Ep the pipnaarin,g_ instincts of our yaung pc‘0pla, and
wa are canfidgpt that thy ui%l rise to Phe opportunitys We believe tlhat this
creative uulfdk will also inspire young Jews rr:c_m other ;cgnt,ripl - sc_ient.ists s
t.qchni::ian; and skilled workers - to come and work side by side with the best e
of our youth, L i

If we arg to”do_;haue_th%ﬁréﬁ, we shﬁ}l.hatﬁ'tolptiliza every available
drop of water and develop new sources, Tn the near future we shall begin to .
opernf'o lt._ha Kimaret:—N_nge_v Prqject,_. which will _k_-rin.g down t,n“ the arid_ South
some of the water that has.been running to waste in the North. =

We hwe based this great _gons't‘ll-activa enterprise on 1:}1! Unified Plan for
the exploitation of the Jurdan—‘lra.muk river system which was worked out in 1955
hx.tha 1gtolﬁnbasspdor Eric.Johnﬁpan ig nago@iations with the Arab Govermuents
and Iara.gl'.l The Arah League refused to ratify this plan, for :m other reason
than t.Pa,t ‘Prasl would also bmsﬁ_t. from it, but it _ful]qr__agtiufian all the needs
orl the Arab ccunit.;igg“f:c:rfcamad, as stated by t.;puir ouwn enginears.

syria, .Lelbanfm and Jordan ars drawing all their requirements from the Jordan=
Yarmuk systeam, and we have nnjertak&gltc remain within the framework of the

: ; . Py !
quantit}aullpeuifiod in the Unified Plan, There is not the slightest basis, in
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law or common sense, for Arab opposition te our project, and we are going

ahead with ite
-fttl-
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But we are locking even further ahead, At our very doorstep lie inexhaustible
guantities of water,’' if only we can develop economic mathods of desalinating the
waters of the sea, Some of our best scientists and technicians have beem working
on this problem,.and several matheds are nlready in the E}Et plantqtaga. We have
besn profoundly encouraged by Président Lyndon Johnson's generous offer to
cooperate with us'in a joint effort to tackle this problem, ititch fs of momentous
importance for the world, and we. shall be very proud if we can make a modest smwhei
eomtribution to its solution,

We shall pay constant attention tq-}he social aspect of our economiec
activities, to the need to bulild a just social order, in which one indiwidual
will not be exploited by another and the claims of the State will be balanced
by the rights of the citizen,

We are convinced that this can be achieved by a democratic sccieyy, which
ruarantees equality of opportunity and the right to work, encourages individual
and groupinitiative, and prevents exploitation and unearned privilage.

|
Thera is nothing in common betwsen our idea of a free, co-operatiwe
soclety and those regimes:that impose rigld economic patterns on a browbeaten
population, whieh can neither .choose its poveirnors or decide its own future,

"'Tt is our aim to . make it possible for each man or woman to develop hie creative

talents and -capacities, with the aid of modarn seisntific amd cultural

achievements, fh i v
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We ara keenly aware that laws and administrative decision are not encugh.

The most important factor in cresting the new society is the man of wision,
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The character of our country will not be determined by the nominal ownership of the

means of production or by the Jovernment's policy, however progressive, It will
o o vt R

be shaped by the individval Israeli,

' IETSEVETE
As a major instrument in realizing these ideas, we shall er in our
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efforts to expand and improve education and make it avallable for all, irrespective

of origins or social standing, We shall broadsn the special measures we lLave

initiated for the benefit of those childpen who &re handicapped by family
gircumstances in deriving full benafit from their schoosling.
tducation is the principal method of bringing about the complete integration

of all our communities, veterans and newcomers, intys one nation, It enablas every

man to realize all his potentialities and overcome the handicaps of parentage
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or poverty.

Tt also offers the best prospect of betterment for our Arab citizens. By

raising their educational standards, we shall enable them to take their rightiul

place in all aspects of national life, The five-year-plan for the development
of tha Arab countriwmide 1;.haing energetically implemsnted. We are establishing
a speciai fund to assist Arab and Druze stuﬂan?s of }imiped maans, gnd we are
helping to provide public and private employment ;or the Arab intelligentzia,
More and more, Isrgel's A;ab and Druse citizens are realizing that thelr
future deperds on the ;eace,ﬁnd progress of the whole country. ile ﬁant them

to make their full contribution to Israel's welfare and to derive full benefit

from the prosperity that we wish to achieve for all our people.




For all these purposes, we need peace, and we shall neglect no opportunity
of progross towarts an understanding with our neighbours. The world today watches
with bated breath the apparent beginnings of a thaw in the relations belwsen the
great world blece, Nowhere is the glaring contrast betwzen hopes for peacs and
the rsality of hostility more apparent than in eur own neighbourhood,

In the major international arqﬁga we fiear the watchwords ef ‘co-existence .,
and negotiation proclaimed ag the hope of mankind,” And yet the Arab Govermments
persist in threatening our very existente and gquandering much-neoded resources
in actuiring increasing (quantities of mof® and more destructive weapons of
agrression,

While developing our defensive preparedmsss,’we tontimme to call upon other
peace-loving Jtabn to play their part in safeguarding the peace in our area
and the indepenfience of ‘its psople, The responsibiiity of the major powers is
particilarly heavy, since it is they who can best deter the potential apgressors
and prevent the sunply of destructive arms to those who make no secret of their
intention to use them for azgressive war.

The real problemsof the Middle Hast are poverty and hunger, disease amd
111iteracy. IT the enormous resources n.c:u invosted in preparations for war could

dadicated to constructive ends and a frudtful partnership between all the

1
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nations of tha area, there could “e a united advance towards greater prosperity

"and # higher stdndard of 1iving for all its peopled,




Thera are numerous indicatlicns that the sineerity of our deaire for peace

is making a .__-—rmdnr;_i.iupresuion upon therconseiousness ol the world. Cur friendships
«ith many countries in all the dontinants are 'o;c.':.}.ing closer and mora comprehensive
from ;,re;t' to year,

Wa have achisved particularly PiL;Sﬂ relat.iun-s with r;-'.ny of the developing
1ands of Africa, Asia, Latin America and the ‘.Z.adi't.errmua:.'uia. At theRy/ request,
we have sent out some 850 experts and advisors, .1,n addition to hundreds of otlers
sent by wvarious public and private bodloes.

Some 4,500 trainees and "4 dents Crom Lhesa countries hava atlended hundreds
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of gourses and paninairs in Tiv- 51 to study our actlicds in tlese llelds whare

we have had godle mneasurs Af sutcoss. We are proud of this oclesa and friendly
en—operation; it is ds ineplring to us a6 wWe nope it is to our friends abrnad,

1t 18 my dearest :-.1:111; a8 it is the wis! 'of ‘all our people, to see this
pattermn of ecopsration and friandsliip extended to ths pationa in our lmmediate
neighbovrioad. e have 1o cuarfel wlith them; we =83 1o pcause for dispute or
44 PPorenca that #suld ot be 3olved if only we ealild sit down round the conference
taile’ and talk things ower. In the meantime, S0 long a3 they parsist in ‘their
attitude of enmity and pefuse to recopnize'osdr ri ht tolli'.re., v shall continue —
as we mast, whatever the cost - 5 keep our -,.-a:f-‘:'l- d1'y.

aut-1 ‘have n~ doubt that gne‘dag Uetter councels will prevail, and on alliance
£ peace and frisndship i1l arise L atwean ilia anciant Jewlsh nation, rebilaing

{ts homeland, ‘amd the Airad L':".!"'.?nl:_.:-, with their groat historic Eraditions ard

motentialitics.




