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On the eve of the 178h year of Israel's independence I bring the greetings
of the Government tec sll Isrsel at home and throughout the Dismspora, May this
be & yeur of immigration, security snd conselidation,

On this day it is our hope that all Jews at home and abrosd will intensify
their devotion to the common nationel aims of the consclidation and progress

of Israel, and enkancing the Jewish content of 1ife in the Diasspora,

During the past yesr we were once again privileged to welcome large numbers
.of immigrants. Our cspacity to bring them in and absorb them has sgain been .
tested, snd we heve stood the teet. The past yeer's immigration brings us
still nearer to the stage when we shrll have comnleted the tesk of bringing in
those Jews from the lands of distress who ere free to settle in Israsel, We
note this with both sstisfaction and concern: sstisfaction &t our achievements

and goncern for the future,

On this day we cherish the hope for the onening of the gates and the
venewsl of our contscts with those Jewish comminities - esmecially a certain
and importsnt one - who ace still cut off from the life of our peonle and

perticipetion in our -grest task of rademption.

On this day, too, we look towerds the lande of oprosperity and eall 'upon
. the Jewish communities, to make their contribution - both material and human - .
for the conselidstion of the State and the ralsing of its standards. We shall
make every effeort to help them to reswaken the Jewish spark in their lives

and to walk in the 1light of Jewish idesls.

In summing up the work of the pest year and sketching out lines of
progreas for the future, I shall start with the problem of aeeurity,. 1 have
no intention of laying down any scsle of oriorities, but it is obvious that
unless Isrsel's phyaical survival is secured, we shall be unsble to make

orogress in other siheres,

We heve had s comharstively gquiet year on the borders, bul, to my
regret, there hes bren do let-up in the threeis of wer from our neighboursj;
they have not made u» their minds to scouiesce in Israel's existence as the

foundstion for & nesce gettlement.

Our enemies openly oroclsim that wer with Iarsel is inevitable at a
dnte which they them@elves will determine. We cannot lgnore these thrests;
they comnell us to maintain continual resdiness, both for the dujg immedistely
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