SEATEMENT BY THF PRIME MINISTER, MR. LEVI ESHKOL, CN THE EVE OF THE ARRIVAL CF

FOFE FAUL VI - Jerusalen, Jamary 4, 1964

Tomorrow, Fope Peul VI, a personage of unique distinction snd exalted astatus
will arrive in Israel on & pilgrimage to the Holy Flaces of his religion. In view
of ita historic and unprecedented significance, the visit has aroused widespresd
interest throughout the world., The people of Israel will reapect the Fope's wishes
regarding the nature of his visit, and the Govermment is making all the necessary
arrangements to facilitate this Pilgrimsge, bearing in mind the special procedures
which it enteils.

The Pope ie the Supreme Head of the Catholic Church end the spiritual father

of hundreds of millioms of its adherents, among whom there are tens of thousands of ‘

Iaraeld citisens. We shall welcome the Supreme FPontiff in a manner befitting his

exalted station, and his person.

In welcoming the Pope to the gates of our land, we ars conscious of his particular

interest in, and incessant effort to, peace in the world.

The mes=sge of peace which was proclaimed by the Propheta of Iarsel in this land,

thousands of ysars ago, is a conatant prayer and hope of our people which is now
being reunited with its homeland. In this generation, peace, as naver before,

represents thes deepest longing of mankind.

May the Pontiff's visit contribute to the strengthening of the aspiration for .

peace in our region and in the entire world.

Un reaching larael, Fope Paul V1 is welcomed in warmth and respect and with the

ege 0ld greeting of our people "Baruch Boacha Leahalom™ , Blessed is your Coming in Peace.




