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Remembering Levi Eshkol
The late Premier, the leader 'without charisma,' who died

10 years ago today, grows in stature with the passing of
time, writes AVRAHAM AVI-HAIL
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nce rounded out his basic
*Mﬁrm*' and gymnaslum

mum-ﬂummmmnm
hassidic, hia later educatlon was In
Vilna, the heartland of Jewish in-
tellectualiam.

shrug.
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pacificism of his original Hapoel
opposed ;

ultimate confidence in Moshe
Sharett. But in 1963, the towering if
diminutive father-figure and founder
the Augean stables of
personal intrigue

.G. were corporals, and though
Eshkol lacked B.-G.'s temperament,
depth and historie vislon, both
temperet ministers of defence with two British L
fidence was shaken. Levi Eshkol 1

restored balance and confidence and Levi Eshkel (Rublnger) than their star-studded successors. 2 i
mﬂuqmmeulﬁumﬂ:upﬁnt ' If the Ministry of Finance cast unprupnrrd.mhlaturnﬁm
3 ] the duplicitous French connection  heavy burdens on Eshkol, in iis  penned-in corrections), capped &
But leaders fall victim to with the American one. Not that he crushing cash-less dayas, it was wave of public frustration,
tham“lm.mmhniwh'udlmdin pmHl"h-nnlnpﬂMm"Hawuhad balanced for years by his continuing Eshkol had fronted for a group of

1969 was not the powerful and Israeli weapon development to & leadership of the Land Settlement die-hard Mapal politicians.
vibrant optimist and builder who. atate which Is the envy of larger Deplrtmmtulthe“'uﬂdm In late May 1967, they delivered the
not without great trepidation, tried nations. Organization — Jewish Agency. coup de grace but graceleasly.
wwﬂrnm-ﬂm'inn'uhmupﬂm ) Never one to work from & desk only, ‘“Eshkol, are reported to have
minister and minister of defence less ANOTHER footnote. Spring, 1867. A he combed the country, siting the  said, "is a good defence minister for

full-dress m of the High Com-  new moshavim and kibbutsim, see- peacetime.'” Dayan reaped the
- mand. Intelll e predicts that ing to the hasty erecting of the im-  harvest of Hahkol's and Zahal's ef-
mmﬂﬂﬂiﬂohmmtpnmn,ha Egypt, bogged down in Yemen, migrant camps, ur:l.nl.‘thel:nﬂ.ldhﬁ Torts; but the war wiaas brilllantly
followed urutu.l;!“y and closely Ben- wrapped up in snarls of maintenanee  of the new development towns, Won.

enhancing larael's problems, “will not be in a position  factories, ofl exploration, mining. He The troika of Golda-Saplir-Arranne

Gurion's pollcy :

military power. Experta consider tﬁ#hﬂhlmﬂfurn-mnm" was a dynamo whose work-day was m,md‘wm“mm
him an excellent minister of defence, Eshkol: *“You know that Egypt endless but whose strength, ebbing  eventually merging with Ahdu
who used the early Ben-Gurion- can't attack us. I know that E; during the day, would flow back in Ha'avoda, and in this way blocking
Kennedy breakthrough, when lIsrael can't attack us. But {talmudicaily)  the afternocon tor & second shift, the Ben-Gurionist successor genera:

for the first time recelved hardware does Nasser know that can't followed by party consultations,  tion, then known as ‘‘the young
directly from the U.8,, fo create & attack us? Review and up your  speeches, m . ones." Ideologically, the old-line
new and close relationship with plans.” By June 1987, Moshe Dayan But It was a background fli-fitted  Mapainiks were closer to the more
President Johnson, had taken over as Defence Minister, 10 the world of diplomacy. Eshkol,  doctrinaire, kibbutz-based Ahdut

In this, 1 -played a minor role. but it was Eshkol who was partner to seemingly 8o confident, never more  Ha'avoda, and could fit their
Eshkol was not bleased with a super- every decision and especlally pushed powerful or vigorous when facing  younger elements into the slots
abundant seif-confidence as & for the conquest of the Golan down angry farmers or strikers, vacated by the Rafl-Ben-Gurlon
upalktrnlwtlhihrthltmmﬂ i i mmnmudputdehmpmml amm_mmmmﬂmmm
as a public speaker in any Lﬁ%ﬁwnﬁnﬂﬂiﬂ.m and winning charm &s in the rough direction, to be jettisoned by his of Labour.
Isnguage), and felt at great disad- |

wase he so indecislve in the nerve- and tumble of the party or the Mmuﬂ“mdm. Nor did he have elther th‘_.:
when dealing with heads of mmmumuotmmmmy Knesast, was uncomfortable in the ing truth f oW

state, Eshkol's sssumption of and early June 10677 Why his reputa- striped-pants circles. The remaining two yeara in office
leadership preceded Johnson's by  ton for compromise, for hesitation, He leaned on & few advisers. When were marred by il-health, well-
some months. One day I'was reading for listening to the *'last person who  the ugly, lonely days of mid-May to  concealed ntiment, & mouns
him & “New York Times" vignette spoke to him?"" The answer to this is  June 5§, 1067, fell upon Iscael, It was  ting distrust of 's personal in-
on Johnson, selected because it psychologlecal, ex eriential, to find the U.S. and the other tentions and ambitions, and yet
showed their vigimilarities''; 4l lomatic and pmnum{ tieal. maritime powers which had  creativity where he could yet create.
m the land and lmmt_nunmm mrmhthhelinﬂMﬂwll.m- Mmm.ﬂlhkﬂllmmhﬂrw

. negotiators, humour... Eshkol two contradictory traits. His mother . able or unwilling to help. sued the Johnson connection, and

reading to explaln, embodied gentieness, some erudi- In this isolation, Eshkol was not  brought greater coordination

p! tion and tact. His father, he feit, prepmdmludthncmmrmw mm-m'ﬁbim’ 1

nd Johnson hit it off, It ﬂ“‘:im h:xlquqnul_. Imp:ﬂtttmt %ﬂ: a cabinet hung in & 8-to-9 vng;

1 yone, ns far and the native gwdness ol & e ..“H‘m ‘s {lon and ti 'H THE hel of his closest aide

gan ! d, whao looks Jewlsh lumber i I.ut.htmlﬁln {li-fame uﬂumm | lmm?:‘:m#mmgh!mn:
on in the eye and replaced Mﬂmm. mwmmwm vened & number of conferences of




