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TRANSCHIPT OF PHRSS MRPFRRENCE WIPE T9F FOME MINISTRR AND MINISTER OF
: DEFENOE, MRe LEVI. SSEKCL

In the Irime Minister's Office, Jerusslea, July 10, 1963

Gt .When 4o you bxpett the completion of the [firet phase of the Kimmtl.-

Negow Vater Scheme? Do you sxpect the opermtion will begin.thias yoar?

Ar  The Tiveci phmae is nedAring completion. The oconstruotion in progeeding

according to plan and I hope there will not be delays in the werk soheduls,

but the iina]l dats campot yat ba. set. .
Technically we cannct foronee any pomaibility of operation befoure the Spring

vr Susmar of 1964 When the oparation lbegine the oenduit will pump and oarry

betwesn 150 %0 100 million cublec deters of watar. In this qoruuui_;nu 1 wieh %o

stute that lerael continues to believe in the dssirabdility of nquditnhll unified

developmant of the wate.s of the Jordan-Iarmuk rivera aystem ih & way that would

barefit nll the riparian States. The unified plan which was worked out.in 1955
in disousaion with Asbémsudor lric Johnston was designed to supply Israsl's nseds
aa wall &p thoge of the neighbouring Arab eountriva. Although the Arab States
nocepted all tha technionl and angineering features of the plam, they rejected
the plan at {he last momant for o‘hria-u; peliticnl remscem. Under thease .
cliroumstances lsrnel has to proceed with.ita own maticnal water project, whieh is
oarried out in a sammer which wolild spable it tc be fitted into the unifiad plan
whenaver that might becomm pooeible.

lerae]l has boem exacuting ite project in conformity with this understanding
and will k¥ep lte withdrawsls in acoordanve with what was specified in the

unified plan, It is hoped that the othar riparian Jtates whioh are implementing
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