BY THE PRIME MINISTER AHD MINISTER OF DEFVENCE MR, LEVI
0L AT THE UNITED JEWISH APPEAL STUDY MIGSION:
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My, «Chairmén, ny very desr friends,
;} Oniy & few months sgo, I had the pleasure of seeing many of
;% you during my visit to the United Ststes, I an delighted to be host
to you tonight on my own home grounds, The visit, on the invitation
{J of your great President, strengthened the traditionel bonds of
friendship between the United States and Isrsel. I anm grateful for
the persongl links thot have been ersated wlth the President and his
associates, =
One of the inportent consequences of the visit was the agree-
ment to embark on 8 Joint study of ways of inplementing President
dohnson's imaginetive proposal for U,3, — Isrsel co-operation in
. desalting sea weter, \ie sppointed B Joint team of experts who have
just submitted theilr report,

We sre now that much closer to an importsnt turning-point in .
history = the supplying of sweet weter from the sesg to bring life-
giving water to a lend parched for centuries: water to ensble human
habltation, to make the soll fruitful and make possible the pursuit

of agriculture spnd industry, This ey very well be one of the great
moments in the btechnoleogical revolution: a pioneering moment whioch Ts—
rael is*happy to share with the United States and President Johnson's
enlightened vision, A4s the President end I stated in our jJjoint
comminigue, the results of this effort will be made available to all
goltntries,

During the Tew nonths which have passed since we last met, I

. also had the privilege of visiting Frence snd meeting the illustrious
Frealdent and other leeders of that country, .

Side by side with the further deepenlng of our ties with the
U.8, and France, Isrsel's net-work of relsations with countries in
Asia, Africa and Letin Americse, 1s constantly expending, Isreell
technicians sre now working in ower 50 countries in those continsnts,
Since the beglaning of our techniesl co-operation programme, some
4,000 trainees from these contlnents have studied in Isrsel, Tech-
nical setivities now extend to ten countries in Latin America,

The Arab boycott hsa not had any tengible sucesss of late,
IsTael's water programme ia belng inplemented in en atmosphere of
international understanding, dsspite & large gcale Areb propegands
campalgn which involved viasita of Aresb repregsentetives to 60 world
¢apitals,

On the broad internationel scene then, there ls constent pro-
gress, At the same time, we dare not ignore the disturbing signs in
the Middle East, Durin: this yeer, two Areb sunnit conferences have
taken place, one in Jenuery 2nd onc a few weeks ago, In both these
ﬂonfﬂrencﬁs, plans were evolved for an ultinmete ettack ageinst Israel,
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Colonel Nasser, ln so-called nodermnte lenguege, spesks of the tine
such a strike should, in the Areb view, becones fessible from the
atand-point of the arms situstion and regionsl snd internstional
development,

These conferences have provided an inpetus for renewed Nasserist
attempts to oxtend Egyptisn hegerony over the Arab countries - sll
this being presented =8 ® necesarry prelude to the attack sgainst
ITereel,

Arab propsgende 1s becoming riore intensive end President Nasser
will go to any langth to creste the ilmpreasion thet his policy vis-a-vis
Israel is supported by other countrics outside the Arab block,

Arab spokesmen are clelning thet such support was forthcoming at
the recent confercnce of non-sligned nrtions in ﬂﬂlra. we Have reason
to balleve that the resolution on Isrcel at this conference, does ot
reflect the trus sttitudec of th:t non-iArab participants toweards Israel,

The fact reheipna, Prcsident Wasser is stendily building up his .
military potentisl and wer oachine., During the coriing months and
years, we shall roquirc inceremsed vigilcnce in face of clear-cut Arab
plans to step up aggression in svery ficld,

ihere are twe voices in Ceiro - the onc of spurious moderstion,
directed to the Western visitors - the other of thraects, hostility and
the arms build-up., In this siturtion, we amast naintsin our deterrent
nilitary capecity, which is the contrnl factor preventing war in th
gres. Wo rmust explein to the world, thet silence in the face of
daily wvioclation of the Charter of the U.N,, is interpreted in Arab
capitals es a senction for aggression, It l1s ageinst the beckground
of Colonel Nesser's strengthening of his wer nechine thet the Knesset
has had to review an urgent problem - end not for the first time = I .
refler to the dsngerous work of CGerneon scientists in Egypt, These men
of sclence heve hired oubt' their tslent and brains to the Nesser war
nechine, They are bullding nissiles for Egypt; =nd who cen tell on
whet other projects they are engoged? |

The nmere thought of a conbinetion of blind Areb hatred 2nd the
death-dealing efficiency of the Hitler peried is one to give peuse to
any nen, How nucR more so 0 © pecople which heg engraved on its
collective rnd individuel consciousness the nenorics of the holocaust
which delfies d=scriptior,

I regret thet the West Gernecn Governnsnt Has not yet found the
neans to carry out 1ts declergticons to prevent the hernessing of
Germen offleleney to Arcb intransigence., Isrscel, cmd I dere say, the
entire Jewish pecple will cercfully follow the actions of West Germeny
to teke effective apnd deelslve stepe to eli:inete this throat,

Our decpest desire and oconsistont polley has been to work for
the nutunlly agreed disermanmcnt in this rogion under inspection, We
desire this sincercly, Just es we reject the use of fuftu, er the
threat of force, to setbtle bordor disputecs botween notions,
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Jewlsh Seliderity

Ladies and Gentlenen, it is for all these reasons thnt the Jewish
. partnership you embody is so 1 portant to us, The knowledge thst
niillions of Jewish heorts best in unison with us, out of = sense
of coinon history and comnon destiny, lends us coursge 2nd strength,

The Anericon Jewisk coammunity gove expression to this feellng of
Jewlish soliderity fron its coarlicst deys, The crestion, fifty years
ago, Of the Joint Distribution Cormission was, in ¢ffect, proof &
this solidarity. The dedicoted founders of the J.D,C., pen like
‘Warburg, Lehnan, Baerwald, Rossaweld, Zdlcr, Asch, Berlin, Marshall,
Schiff, end nany ofhers, told the world: “If a Jew 1s struck anywhere,
we shere his pein: if o Jew suffors anywherc, it 1s our united resolve
to slleviete his suffering.

Let me shrre with you some persencl recollections of the Joiat,
In the sarly deys of World VWer I - (I menticn this, even though it
reveals years) — I was n day labourcr in the orchards of Petah Tikvah,
For somc renson, ny good friend Herzfold snd I were forced by our
conrades to serve on the Merkaz Haklai - the Exoccutive of the Agri-
cultural Lebour Union., The Turks, under Jsmal Pasha, were expalling
Jews from their homes in Pslestine and there was much dlslocatlion,
terrible suffering and hunger hounted the land snd people, Harzfeld
and I were then responsible for the lives of thousecnds of young
people in our new settlenents,

The U,S8, Anmbessado , the lote Henry Morgeathau, reported on tie
aituntion to wWeshingston and Americon Jewry acted, I renenber clearly
the thrill which crossed the country when we hesrd thet the Jews of
Americe, through the J,D,C,, werc sending food »n the 18,8, Vulesn,
for the stnrving Jows of Polestine, This wes an actual snetching fronm
the jJews of desth of people doonsd to stervetion,

Later, Harzfeld ond snother ghaliocch were sent to Dendscus to
rescue exiled Jews from the Turkish prisons nond corips, They were in .
grave deonger of stervotion, discosc and death, Herzfeld end others
worked day and night, enecurscged in the knowledge thet Americen Jewry
was behind them, J.D,C. funds seyed the fledgling Jewish popule tion
fron decinmation, Harzfeld, uglhng false pope’s and an assuned nane,
was himself srrested snd only the strongest interventisn succecded
to release hin, = - -

Thege acts of brotherhood were forerunners of the parthership
to be welded between the 1,8, Jewlsh conpunity ard Pelestinien Jewry
in the darker deys abgad,

I heve many personsl necerics of the J,D,.C, ond the slectric
neaning of the word "Joint" Tron ny own rescue work in Gernany before
the Second ierld Yar, '/e =1l know how it became 2 synbol of hope
during, and inncdiatey ofter, the trogic blesk days of Nazisn in
Furope.

Vho will forget those dcys of tragedy and thé uncsasing efforts
of J.D.C. and its represcntatives? Seceret couriers went from Switzer-
land to occupled lands on nissions of rescue, Plrnes dropped food .4




daring of ocur volunteers cad the enlightened dediéation of J.D.G
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and nmoney behind Nazi lines, Dangerous sccret contacts and negotiations
wore conducted - daring nissions undertnken,

After the Wer, cone the dronatic and heort-breaking confrontetion
with the remnants of Buropson Jewry: +the feverish work of 'Joint, of
Palestindang both within ond outside of the Jewish Brigede, the supp-
lying of fobd to D,P, Ceorips; food Tor the body ond for the soul es
well; the ilicgal transports fron aoren to arca within occupied
Europe; the co-operotion with our boys #nd girls to get Jews out of
Yurope, 1n any woy, on any ship, on =11 the seeret rosds and sen lanes,
Though called "illegal", it was npral, it was grect Jewish idealisn,
and its legelity wos rs old ss the Divine promise to Abrahan,’ The
leadership, wrote unforgettable huncn drena snd saved hundreds of
thousands fron Europe's despoir,

d; 30, = and U.J,A.

The denographle nap of the Jewish people hes cheanged ‘I.IIlE'rlt-EI‘ﬂbljf‘
in this half century, To &n ovéerwhelning extent, the Anericen Jewish
gopmunity, through the Joint, ond thet grect instrunent of Jewish
golidarity, the U,J./ ., helped re-nnke the nop end helped rehebllitate
gnd re-build our people.

Iarcallis are usuplly sporing of proise - not only for one another
but also, unfortunctely, for our friends cbroed., Yet, tonlght I would
1ike to pey tribute to the founders and lcaders of the Joint end to
the heads snd deditoted arny of workers of the U,J.4,

During thig yoar; woe, in Tsrecel, are holding speciel public
goetherings end foestivities to cclebrote the yenr of the He'apsleh -
to.recall the cournge end deterninntion of those wio organized the
so=~oallcd 1llcgnl irnmdierction to Isrnel, .

It is only proper thot we single out our friends in the United

. dtates, who did so rmuch to keep the spark of Jowish hope burning in

Europe after the Second World Wer, The stotcnont by the gpeaker of
our Knesset, the presentotion of the Medallions to you tonight - amd
Lo Joe Schwartz lsat nonth, truly indicetz the feelings of the entire
people of" Isrsel, We salute you, Eddie aond Joe F;yﬁrhmff - Herdb and
doe Leavitt, end ell our friends snd co-workers here énd in the U, S,
Tonorrow!s Test

The great riodents of yesterdesy gre, oy friends, hut‘pruludes
for the stern tests of tonorrow, The State of Isrsel hos wrought a
revolution in Jewish life: 1t hes proved thot we ere no longer
nere spectators of history - but thet we cen refpshion our own history.

The ptat nelres 418 dennfs on us, The pressnt dormnnds s to-dcl,
The future gwrlts us, Whot kxind of Isrrel, rencwing itself, regath=
ering tho exiled, rebkilding the lond, reviving the oculture: what
Kind of Isroecl shall we, tho sewish pcople, crecta? _

We eannot survive in the Middle East as o nation helf-developed
and Balf-backwnrd, e cannost lapg behind the great technicological
leap-forwerd which 1s taking ploes throughout the werld, We gonnot
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let the spread of enlightrent onf eulture, or the advance of sclsencse,

pnss us by, As the pecopls of the Book, we heve our historicel rep-

utttion, our spiritusl nnd cultursl heritsge, to sour us on, As the

peopla of Isresel, we have the nead for survival to goed us forward,
It is in this context thaot we welcoce pho declsien to creste

the Iaranel Fduestion Fund, to build sechools ond widen edusetion
facilities. This is not :ierely o gebt that you owe to the meny tens
of thoussnds of children in those ferdilies whon you helped bring fron

oppressiocn to freedon, It is ne 1ly & debt of Honour to the youug
¢hildren - to the Mpshelsclh and sfiglech - with hope and trust in
their eyes, who stepped off the gong-plenk in Halfa or Lydda. It 1ia
a debt to the Jewlsh tonorrow,

I believe, thet the founding off the Isrsel Educetion Fund will
one dey be celebrrited with sll the solemnity end scanse of tribute thet
we peid to tho 25th Anniversary of the fﬁunding of" the U,d, 4, , 8ad to
the 50th Annlverssry of the o cation of the J,.D, 0

Innigration = the redeening an cgcus of Jews, obacrption,
housing, settlemsent - these are the besic end vitol eins of the U,Jd,. 4.
Together with the new sffort for edueation, it nekes the U, d,4,'8 role
one of overwhelnming sand decisive importance., Many hundreds of

rillions of glft=-dollsrs will yet need to be spent to bring Jews to
this country. We shrll grow by over helf-s-million by 1970. You know
from whers our fellow~-Jows will cone, arriving with herdly fwore than
they cen carry, By dint of our drive to i istrialize, they will be
abgorbed in our cities =snd towns, The enpty stretches of the CGelllee
and Megeow ewanit them, and the villeges ccross the length ond breadth
of the Lend, By then, perhcps even the swoetened water of the salt
seos will be aveiloble to sustain then,

My friends, ope thet your Mission of study hes helped you Go
penetrate the surfnce progress - ond dore I say, so-called prosperity
gs evidenced around our luxury hotels end in certaein areas of our big
cities,

You have scen thrt ore ion holf of the land is not settled
and crice out for deveslopient a hebitation, True, there 1s a
group - which 1lives et £ high stepndord rod even riekes noney,

But this group is relotively sonll, You ‘should banr in mind
that tens of thousands of rfoenilies live on sub-stenderd levels, ns
you who follow Malben's work reslize, The vest nejority of us live
nodest sinple lives,

The luxury hotels ere uot sn ain in themsclves. Thay evo an
important means of production, s country which nust see in tourisn
a baslc lndustry.

Conelusion

My dear friends, ws cennot but be concerned us te whet the
future will bring us by the tise we reach three nllllion, We gee our
eneriles convorging in surnnits snd in other conferscirices, devising
ways to attack &nd destroy us, za if this depended only on thelr will,
We riust be strong - ond strength is pcople snd quality!

'.6







