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months, in the politicnl atmosphere of the Middle East. Por the first time
in the 19 years of lerael~Arab relations, o situation hos been created in which
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mmwhndn for neerly two decades. ml day has pessed, In

. the course of this entire period, mnu-muu-rwm'm“

source has not proclaimed, mmmmum. Mﬁpmm
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war n which the State of lersel and its Inhabitants wors to be uttarly destroyed.

This, uatil todey, has been the basis of lsrasl-Arsb relations. This
1 the ro0t cause of the friction and disquiet thet have pligued the Middie East
and that, & few weaks 8g0, erupted into open conflict.

About teo months ago, u-wmmnlnhmmm
that the time was ripe for thoe. long-planned and long-promised jobvt sttagk on
tsnel. Aggressive moves by Egypt s President Nusser signalled the sdvant of the
assault. These moves were spread over a period of some thweo weeks, durng __
which Isreel patiently and anmiously awaited some sort of international action that
would head off the cowing conflict, The nations of the werld wers fully sware
ﬂm_wm-cmmumm HHMW
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waterislized, and Nagser's war plan was allpwed (o run its courss.

Lot mé briefly recapitulate Nasger's five movas to wan

Oa May 4 the Egyptian dictator began @ massive bulld-up df troops
MmMmMMmurm,wﬂm.mwmw.
of some 100,000 troops and 1, 500 tanks and other equipmant was Wned up un
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On May 21 Nasgser set up a battery of shore guns at the entrance to the
Gulf of Agaba, and announced that henceforth this international waterwsy would be
closed o larael-Bound shipping.

On May 30 Massor sod King Hussain of Jordan signed sn Aggrossive mili-
tary pact (2 fow days later joined by Iraq) whose avewed sim was the *tightening
of thé roose” around lsrasls nock, |
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Even at this late stage, the war could hove romained ltmited in soope. |
W!IMNMHMEHMtﬁmmlhlhrth_lh’_ﬂl—hlm
would do likewlge. nm.m_'mdmmm@._mw- |
concerted shell fire on Jerusalem. wnﬁ-hﬁnmunfhhthﬂhnd.
_and our ltves, |

mamm‘! rhtndh-mut it should row be clear
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the so~-called srmistice regime, initiated in 1948, which was not an armistice at all
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byt - through the ynilataral chojce of the Arab govermments - a continuous state

. of temror, Infiltration, throats and preparetions for full-scale war.

1 am sure that, if 1t were up to the peoples of the neighbourtny Arab
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Onde we begin 15 look 1 iis direction, the posaibilities sse alnost

" Coming back by piane, ﬁocﬁnhr;innvunuam-lm.'uﬁ

southarn tip of the Sinat peninsula, T flew over the eastern Nogov, the Dead Ses

3nd that refreshing casls of vigorous lifes the kibbuts of Ein Godi, Thére i3 no.

wasteland and to’seé how thet landeveps 1a belig s Ghengtd, Geatinutlly; by the

shoer will of forward-looking men snd wouen to change it! Asd I saked wyselfs

with s little vision, -uuum a modicum of good will and a resdiness

for cooperation - could we mot Jaunch such & programme, together with our Aceb

neighbours , hhmmﬂummmwmmnum.

to be found throughout the Middle East?

‘ The Arab refugee problem, 160, atands finally on the threshold of @ selution,
mummummm'mmmmu.m.umm. .
put an end to that problew. I am Gertain that the international community, together
with tie countries of owr region, including Israel, wouid then sucosed In bringing
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about a just and truly humane settlement e Sgifxs oy S
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. Towapds this end, a special commission has been set up to study ways of
rebuilding the lives of these people and reintagrating them ! the normal soelsl
mwu&amﬂ
_ Mso, the Government has announced that these Inhabitants of the
West Bank of the Jordan River who left thisr homes betwesn June 7th and july 4th
and crossed over to the East Bank, to Join their relatives there or for whatever
uﬂ:ﬁmmwmﬁmslnmwuﬂthmmhqﬂnﬁ.nmh .
their homes - provided thoy give sotisfactory evidence that they lived in the
West Bank Immadiately peior to June 7th and do not constitute = security risk.
Ladies and Gentelmen: |
The peoples of the Middle East today stind st the crossroads, The
m:smum:mmm.wmm'mmm.
and the start of & new era in this region - or 1o & return to the chacs of hostility,
terror and wer.
On the choion that i3 made , hinges tha peace of the Middle £ st:
and the welfare of its inhabitants.
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